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ME N THE AR”
F BALLOONS AT
ORT IS TOTALED

Total of 873,184 Min-
utes Aloft.

LT. HARRISON COMPILES
SOME INTERESTING DATA

Period of Instruction Taken
From April 17, 1917, to
Januaryl 1919.

{(By Lt uearge B' Harrizon.)

“Pime in the air” for the period
_of instruction at the United States
Army Balloon school at Fort Oma-
ha, shows a total of 673,184 minutes
aloft {rom April 17, 1917, to January
1, 1315, This means that all bal-
Joons up during that period were in
the airaltogether, 11,218 hours and
Forty- fonr minutes. o this iotal are
inecluded the flights of captive and
spherical balloons and both observa-
tion_and experimental ascensions.
thhts,may be tabulated as fol-

Apri December, 1917—-3

Hrs Min

' Captive balloon, observa-
tion or other instruction 941 14

veisrpalloon, . experi-

- takor in banastf-..,, 84

Sphermal baﬂoon trips... B85

Fotal, 834 mos, n 1917. 1411 55

Januvary-December, 1918—

fion or other instruction’y,225 11

Captive bailoon, experi-

‘mental or in ballast.... 387 27
Spherical balloon trips... 195 11
Total in 1918......... . 9,807 4%
Grapd iotal for instrue-
iion period ....... L.11,219 44

The work started with a German

. gressed past the tail-cup type to the
. +standard M of Caquot resign, which
were later superseded by the R
. fype. One Avorio-Prassone captive
balloon was received from Italy,
and is-still in use. The first Type
R Caquot balloon was of French
meke, but the others were manu-
factured in this country. )
Captive balloon.flying in April,
1917, totaled 181 minufes; in the
fmonth of June, 1918, the total cap-
tive balloon flying was 137,542 min-
utes. During the months of June,
July and Augusi, 1918, captive bal-
loons were flown 336,093 minntes,
or 5,601% hours. The details fre-
guenily went out at 5:30 o’clock in
. the morning and were dismissed
after 10 o’clock at might. For some

fourteen Caquot -balloons at Fort
QOmaha and all fourteen were inflat-
ed with gas apd in condition for
' (Continued on Page 4.)

 “Question Box”
to Be a Feature
of the Gas Bag

One of the new departments to
be instituted in the Gas Bag is a
C“Question Box,” designed to answer
“the many questions pertalmng to
military service that arise, requir-
ing authoritative answers.
_".Adl guestions will he referved to
- & competent authority in whatever
branch of work to which the query
pertains, and may be relied upon'to
-furnish complete and up-to-date in-

ormation, which has heretofore
been difficult of access to the aver-
age individual.
' fThis’ service is gladly, furnished
o all readers of the Gas Bag, in the
columnq of which paper the answer
will be printed, omitting the name
sof the ingiirey if so-desired. -

Questions may be submitfed
through the -~ organization corre-
spondent or bv maxl to the Gas

ENEW DENTAL SURGEON |
o]

‘has succeeded Captain Gordon B.

§1

‘and two officers, and accorapanied

Captain C. R. Jacobsﬁn.
Captain Clarence R. Jacobson

Logan as post dental surgeon At
Fort Omaha.

Captain Logan reeeived his dis-
charge early this month and left
at once to resume his former prac-
tice at Meleher, 1a., his home,

Captain Jacobson returned last
week from Camp Dodge, where he
passed a special examination to de-
termine his fitness~for promoiion
from first lieutenant to captain in
the dental corps of the regular
army.

He -has just received official no-
tice of hiy promotion io a captain’s
commission.

Ag First Lieutpnant Jacobson, He
was stationed sinee May, 1918, at
Florenee Field, wheve he gave den-
tal atfention tu the men of coni-
panies designated for overseas ser-
vice.

Captain Jacobson's home ig at
Tracy, Minn.

59th Company to
Wing Foot Lake
Near Akron, Ohio

The Fifty-ninth balloon company,
with a strength of foriy-six men

by one medical corps man, left this
post bound for the United Biates
army airship and construction de-
pot at ng Fooi Lake, Akron, O,
which is the very heari of the fab--
ric and rubber industry of the
country, where they will receive in-
valuable instructions in the con-
gtruetion, rigging, maintenance
and operation of the dirigible bal-
loon. Captain H. 4. Wise was in
commangd, accompanied by Lieuien-
ant Paul J. Vollmar. It is expected
that each man will have the op-
portunity to make aerial flights
and receive 3 corresponding 50 per
cent increase for flying pay. Bach
of these men has patriotically de-
voted himself for another year of
service to the governmenti as pio-
neers in the development of this
important branch of our military
establishment. As -the first volun-
teers for an additional year service
they will receive eyery considera-
tion and a chance to demonstrate
their abilities in the art of aerial
navigation. This is a new field and
offers unlimited opportunities for
advancement, not only in the army,
but in civil life,

Army Gets Five
Blimps From Navy

Secretary Daniels has authorized
a temporary ‘loan” by the navy de-
partreent of five obgervation bal
loons of the “blimp” type to the
war department. The navy aero-
nauis are insgtiructing army person-
el in the handling of the balloons,
which wili be delivered to the land
forces as soon as hangars are buili
to house them. Three of the five
bailoons will be stationed at Lang-
ley field, Va., temporarily, and the
other two will-be kept at Kell¥

field, San Anptonig, Texas. The war{

department has anthorized the con-
striuction of balloon hangars at
Langley and Kelly: fields and Work
was begun on themn Mareh 3.

1A OFFICERS ARE
ED IN WORK
JWN IN PENSACOLA

Letier Is Received From Lt'.
R. H. Finley, Formerly
of This Post.

Lts. Finley and Faunlk Are
Enjoying Dirigible
Instruction.

The foliowmg interesting letter
has been received from Li. Robert
H, Finley, who, with Li. T. BE.
Faulk, is taking a course in dirvig-
ible ingtruction at Pensacola, Fla.
Both officers yere formerly sta-
tioned ai Fort Dmaha.

Fort Barrancas, Fla.
My Dear Major O’'Brien:

It has been just a month since we
left Fort Omaha, and we have cer
tainly seen a great deal of interest,
and have had some fine experiences
in that time, At Akron we were
comfortably located at the Univer-
sity club, and spent practically all
of the day at the Goodyear factory,
tracing the manufacture of the bal-
loon and dirigible fabric from the
raw rubber to the finished airship.
We visited the Firestone Tfactory
also; they had -just finished the
most complete fabric and assembly
slant in the country, when the armi-
stice was signed. They had speni
$6,000 for cutting tables alone—
just big, plain specially made
taples, on which to cut and assSem-
ble.dhe fabrm It neayly broke their
hesris to guii 1 gue»n

At Wingfoot Take, aboul fifteen
miles out from the Goodyear fac-
tory, we saw a hangar thal must
be about three times ag large as
that at Fort Omaha, and they were
just doubling the size of it-—for
some of the new ships are going to
be whoppers, I guess. Had a very
pleasant free balloon trip out of
Akron; went north nearly to Cleve-
land about forty miles; counfry is
rolling, with many beautiful homes
and country estates. Saw the F-1
leave the field for Rockaway; this
ship -has a single Hispano-Suiza
motor and is fairly reliable; how-
ever, it Wwas wrecked about half
way on the journey—due to motor
trouble and forced landing. The

‘new ships will have twin motors

and will be larger, and even more
speedy and manageable than the
old. However, the whole proposition
is young yet, the C-1, which made a
noteworthy trip from Rockaway to
Key West, was wrecked at Key
West about a week ago. Captain
Ayvling and Major Moranville are at
Key West for training and will
probably be hield up for some time,
The A-254—the only ship that was

(Continued on Page 5.)

Seven Officers

Are Transferred

In compliance with instruections
from the director of military aero-
pautics, dated March 7, 1919, and
pursuant to authority contained in
letter of War Department (A. G.
3541 Off. "Trng. Schools 1bt-358),
January 23, 1819, the following
named officers are relieved from
further duty at this post and will
proceed to the camp set opposite
each name, so as to arrive not
Iater than April 1, 1918, reporting
upon arrival to the Commandant
for duty as student at the Officers”
Training School at such place:

Captain Raymond H. Harrell, In-
fantry, Camp Lee, Va.

Captain Wriston (. Alexander,
Cavalry, Fort Sam Houston, Tex.

Captain Frank W. Goodale, Cav-
alry, Fort Sam Houston, Tex.

Znd Lieutenant Andrew Xoss
Harris, Coast Artillery, Fort Mon-
roe, Va.

2nd Lieutenanf Willlam Rufus
Toston, Gavalry, Fort Sam Houston,
Tex,

3nd Lieutenant Gorman B. How-
ell, Cavalry, Fort Sam Houston,
Tex, )

2nd Ydeutenant BEdward H. Dezen-
dorf, Cavalry, Fort Sam Houston,

Bag.

—Army and Navy Journal,

Tex,

°|o STUDYING DIRIGIBLES |

L!eutenant Robert H. Fmiey

A leiter describing dirigible
work at Akron, O., and at Pensa-
cola, Tla., has been received here
from Lieutenant Finley, who is now
in Florida with Lieutenant Ted
Taulk. Both officers were formerly
stationed at IFort Omaha.

Dirigible Across
Atlantic in April

Spokane, Wash.—Albert J. Perry,
a naval aviator, announced here
that he has been ordered to report
shortly at Cape May, N. J., to aect
as chief engineer of a dmglble bal-

loon with.which it is planned to'at-

tempt a trip across, the Atlantie
Fotean under gum’nm}ent divection.
He is here on a briei furlough.

Perry said the start would be
made from Newfoundland some
time next month with the deslina-
tion Queenstewn. Endurance iests
have demonstrated the practicabil-
ity of the trans-Atlantic voyage.
Perry said.

Members of 61st
Are Now Located
at Langley Field

On February 28, Lieutenant
Orvel A..Anderson, in command of
the Sixty-first balloon company,
consisting of 130 men, and Lieuten-
ants James A, Callan and James C.
Cluck, aecompanied by two medical
corps men, left this station bound
for Langley Field Va. to receive
and handle dirigible's paraphernalia
and ballpons, and furnish nueleus
for a permaneni army dirigible sta-
tion. Iangley field was formerly a
naval air training station and has
many advantages of location and
climate for this character of train-
ing. Langley is situated a few
miles from Hampton, Va., and
across Hampton Roads lies Fort
Monroe and Newport News. The
work at Langley field will be
exceedingly interesting and thse
memberg of this company are
fortunate in having drawn such a
pleasant assignment. Hampton
Roads is the rendezvous for many
of the war vessels of the Atlantie
fleet and the crews of the army
dirigible will have keen competition
from their brothers of the navy. Re-
cently a dirigible made a irip from
New York to Florida, some 1,100
miles in about forty hours. Dirigible
work is a vast new field which has
unlimiied possibilities for mun who
are mechanically inclined and who
love the excitement of air travel.
The use of the new norninflammable
gas will take away from air cruising
many of its dangers.

COLONEL HERSEY BACK;
SAW OMAHANS OVERSEA

Washington, . C.—Colonel Iler-
sey, formerly head of the ¥ort
©®maha balloon school, is back from
his trip across where the war was
waged. He found Omahaxns in every
branch of the balloon work, and
was much elated to find the ob-
servers pariicularly drawing bigh
commendation from their com-
mandets for their splendid and high
guality of work, .

%
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Orgamzation, Mission and
Casualties and Losses
Outlined.

INTERESTING RESUME uF
WORK IN FAMOUS SECTOR

Commander of First Army
Balloons Submits a
Detailed Report.

Twentiy-one allied balloons took
part in the offensive in the St. Mi-
hiel sector, from September 12 to
September 16, 1918 Fiffeen of
these balloons were American; six
were French,

The assignment and geographical
distribution of these balloons, at
the beginning of ihe offensive, were
as follows:

2d Balloon Co., First Army
Corps (Corps Art), Griscourt.

1st Ballpen Co. First Army
Corps, Domevre-en-Haye.

5th Balloon Co., TFirst Army
Corps, Dielouard. =

424 Balloon Co., Firsl Army
Corps, Ville-au-Val.

3d Ballpon Co., Fourth Army
Corps, Hamonville,

8th Balloon Co., Fourth Army
.Corps, Raulecourt.

43d Balloon Co., Fourth army
Corps, Ansauville,

69th Balloon Co. Fourth Army

Corps (Corps Art.), Neuf Btang-de.
Mandres.

Tth Balloon Co.,, Tifth Army
Corps (Corps Art.), Fort Genicourt,

6th Balloon Co.,, Fifth Army
Corps, Villers-sur-Meuse.
8th Balloom Co., Fifth Army

Corps, Dieue-sur-Meuse.

12th Balloomn Co., Fifth Army
Corps, Sommedieue.

52d Balloon Co., (French) Sec-
ond Colonial Corps, Boncourt.

53d Balloon Co., (French), Sec-
ond Colonial Corps, Vignot, (in re-
serve.)

20th Balloon Co, (French), Sec«
"ond Colonial Corps, Thillombois.

10th Balloon Co., Army Artillery,.
Ansauville,

11th Balloon Co., Army Artillery,
Gezoncourt.

16th Balioon Co., Army Artillery,
Toul {in reserve.)

39th Balloon Co., (French), Army
Artillery, Mmorvxlle

41st Balloon Co., {French), Army
Artillery, Guonvxlle.

93d Balloon Co., (French), Army
Artillery, Gemcourt

The Advance.

The approximate positions of
these balloons, at the end of the
offensive, were as follows;
2d Balloon Co., Faye-en-Have.
1st Bailoon Co., Boise-dela-Haut,
5th Balloon Co., Jezainville,
42d Balloon Co., Ville-au-Val. :
3d Balloon Co., Maizerais. i
5th Balloon Co., Lamarche. !
43d Balloon Co., Bois-de-Ewesin,
60th Balloon Co., St. Baussant.
Tth Balloon Co., Sommedieuse,
6th Balleont Co., Dommartin. !
8th Balloon Co., Les Eparges.
12th Balleon Co Mesnil-sous
des-Cotes.

* (Continued onr Page 5.)

Fort Omaha Is
Permanent Post

Acting Secretary of War Crowell,
in a statement to members of the
press, assured lhem that the gove
ernment would soon have sixteen
flying fields and four balleon fields,
Those which are now leased by the
government will be purchased outs
right, he said, so that the war de«
partment would have the fields and
their equipment ready as soon as g
policy of expansion warranted their
use,

The balloon fields wiil be located
at Lee™Hall, Va.; Omaha, Neb.3l
Arcadia, Cal., and Kelly‘ TField, Te];
~Army and Navy Journal
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THE GAS BAG

HARROW FSCAPE FOR

FREE BALLOON PARTY

Bag Parachutes and Drags
Basket to the Brink of

the River.
Landing EBffected Thirty
Feet From Edge of a
High Bank.

By 2d Lt G, LeRoy Meisinger.

The aeroplanist says that no two
Jjourneys in the air are precisely
alike; bul the statement is far more
nearly true when uttered by a Iree
balloonist. For even though the trip
in the air may be lacking in new
sensalions, one may be certain that
the last thigy seconds of the jour-
ney will present some new prob-
iems that may mnever. have been
dreamed of fifteen seconids belore.
Thus each landing affords even the
experienced balloonist a certain
thrill in the opporturity for quick
and accurate thinking.

Had it not been snowing dquite
heavily and had not the sky been
heavily overcast, the ascension of
balloon No. 20 on March 6, would
not have differed from any other
ascension made from Fort Omaha.
But the balloon rose slowly into the
snow filled air, and the balloon
house, with its yawning mouth
slipped away inte a gray oblivion.
Only the ground immediately below
was séen distinetly. The wind was
blowing genily from the southeast.
Indeed, the wind was 50 gentle that
it was fully five minutes before we
were loking down info Forest
Lawn cemetery, only three kilo-
ineters from the fori, As the ceme-
tery drifted below, there were the
usual humorous remarks about the
yopes breaking or the bottom fall-

Starit of Balloon Which
Nearly Fell in River.

ing out of the basket, and one
second lieuntenant, with a certain
irony, amused himself by hunting
out the poiter’s field.
it was not long before the ceme-
fery was out of sight and we were
engulfed in great fluify white
clouds from which the snow was
- falling. 'We eaught some of the per~
feet crystals on our furry gloves.
Quite as was expected under such
conditions, the temperature rose as
we ascended into the clouds. The
-sun was faintly shining through the
mist, which was not thin enough
for us to see the blue of the sky.
Here the wind carried us almest
due north, and the temperature was
" about eight fahrenheit degrees
higher than on the ground. We
were now at about 375 meters and
sailing along quite briskly.
Strange as it may seem, vVery
litfle attention was paid the coun-
iry, save as was necessary in iden-
tifying villages and railroads. Per-
. haps it was because the air below
was So snowy that the landscape
- appeared dull,—at any rate the
rubbery smell of the gas issuing
Irom the appendix, the wheeze of
- the gas as it rushed out when the
walve was opened, and the “plop”
Wwhen it was closed, were of far
. greater interest to the party. And it
was not until near landing time
that a keen . interest was taken in
thé country side. e
We passed the village of Callioun
on pur right, and, crossing the rail-
- road, passed DeSoto on our left.

'feet. But the gust came just in time

'sandbags evinced a tendemncy to

H
Missouri river northeast of De Solo
was plainly seen. Passing over the
river into Iowa, we conlinued in a
nortlerly direction until the Blair
railroad bridge could be made out
through the foggy air. Since the al-
ioted hour, for the journey was al-
most, expired, every eve was search-
ing for a suitable landing place.
There was none on the Iowa side,
but there were several inviting
fi=lds on the Nebraska bank, Con-
sequently, we dropped down into
the lower wind and were carried
carried back across the river.

“Did you break loose?’ a man
called up from somewhere in the
trees below.

“No, we'vre only out for our
for our healih,” answered one of
the party.

A dog barked, and some chickens
began to cackle as we passed over
a farm house. Discerning a farmer
standing in the yard, one of the
party called to him: “Will you haul
us Into Blair?” But the farmer
knew that it was customary for bal-
loonists to ask where they ave, and
he had anticipated that question.
Conseguently, in answer to our in-
quiry, if he woul” haul s into
Blair, lie replied in somewhat nerv-
ous toneg: ‘““Thirty miles north of
Omaha.”

“Yes, but will you haul us into
Blair?” .
“Blajr, Neb.,” he replied, still
failing to comprehend. Finally it
dawned upon him, and, gathering
the import of our guestion he call-

ed, “Yes, I'll haul you in,”

The pilot had sclected a field in
which to land, which proved to be a
coranfield and full of stubble. Since
this would be undesirable, we trail-
ed on causing great bavec among
the dried cornsialks with our drag
rope, and with the anchor which de-
cended in a frenzy ito keep it com-
pany. When gquite near the ground
the pilot ripped the bhalloon. Amd
had. not agust of wind happenvd
along just at that time, the landing
would have been dquite common-
place, the basket would have been
right side up, and each man would
have been standing on his own

to parachute the partially deflated
balloon in the netting. This turned
the hasket on its side and the whole
affair started pell mell across the
field, raising a cloud of dust only
rivalled by the anchor which fol-
lowed at some distance. While it
may be confessed that things were
somewhat awry in the basket, the
entire party stayed with the ship.
In fact there was little else io do.
But it is true that certained moe-
casined feet were in juxtaposition
with, certain none too well pro-
tected ribs, and that the pilot
emerged from the fray with a slight
cut above his right eye. Even the

shift for themselves.

But all this might have been in
fun so far as dame nature was con-
cerned, had the field been indefi-
nite in exlent. But it was not. It
was terminated by a sharp, sudden,
and precipitous bank about ten feet
deep, at the bottom of which lay
the soft spongy icy bosom of the
Missouri. And it was toward this
sharp, sudden and precipitous bank
that the jocular gust of wind was
carrying us. As stories must al
ways end, the basket stopped ity
rollicking course about thirty feet
from the river’s brink, but this was
near enough that the great bag
toppled over the bank so that the
valve in the top of the bhalloon fell
out on the ice. As the somewhat
1umbled occupants crawled out of
the basket, some ice cutters came
running up. .

“Its a good thing you did’atl fall
in, boys,” they said. “She’s 300 fect
deep there.”

_No doubt, it was a good thing, for
had the basket reached the river
bank, travelling on its side, as it
'did, everyone would have been pre-
cipitated head foremost into the
river with their descent aided by
divers and sundry bags of sand.
And perhaps there would have been
no more than a deflated balloon,
-an. empty basket; a hole in the ice,
and perhaps five bubbles to mark
the spot.

With the aid of the men, the bal- |

loon ‘and baskel were packed. The
farmer <¢ame with hiz wagon, and
we-were hauled into Blair. We had
been seventy-five minuies in the air
and had travelled about twenty-
eight miles. This reminds wus of

oncerning s balloon ascension: “I
am relieved from my anxiely hy
hearing that the adveniurers de-
scended well # % % * {hat they
had perfect comamnd of the car-
riage, descending as they pleas'd
by letiing some of the inflamable
air escape ¥ * #  * Jiad the wind
blown fresh, they might have gone
much farther.” .

ARMY FREE BALLOON
MAKES RECORD TRIP

Big Bag Travels More Than
a Mile a Minute to
Ida Grove, Ia.

Several Good Iowa Fences
Demolished During a
Wild Landing.

By Second Lieutenant F. T. Davis.

Riding at an average speed of
over sixiy miles an hour, a 385,000
cubic feet balloon, piloted by Lieu-
tenant Ralph Reynolds, and carry-
ing as passengers Lieuienant

‘Frank T. Davis, Lieutenant Frank

Denen, Lieutenant Paul Vollmer
and Sergeant Ist Class Maurice
Berthaume, flew from Fort Omaha,
Neb., to Ida Grove, Ia., a distance
of 113 miles. The balloon was in
the air just 104 minutes.

The flight was an interesting
one and the performance somewhat
in the nature of a record, as it is
only on very rare occasions that a
balloonist has the advantage of a
mile a minute wind that is not part
of a -severe storm, such as
would make flying impossible. The
balloon landed about three and one-
half miles northeast of Ida %rove,
with the ground current of forty-
five to fifty miles velecity, and al-
though somewhat shaken up, the
passengers escaped injury and are
very much enthused over the ex-
perience.

One of the officers had this fo
say, regarding the flight. “It was
one of the most enjoyable flights of
my short eareer as a balloonist, and
while the old veterans at the game

may have had {rips ihat furnished

just as much fun and excitement,
none ever ‘experienced more perfect
weather conditions or a more per-
fect getaway than we. The day
was ideal, with a bright sun, few
clouds and the air just cool enough
to make the blood tingle. We en-
tered the basket and were towed
to North field, where after careful
inspection by the pilot, we weighed
off, leaving the ground at §:42 a. m.
We ascended rapidly until an alti-
tude of 700 feet was reached and
started in a2 northeast direciion at
considerable speed.

“Upon reaching the Missouri
river we picked up a new current
that carried us north with the river.
We followed the Missouri and ils
winding bed for a distance of per-
haps half a mile and as the water
has a bad effect on the lifting
powers of the gas, Pilot Lieutenant
Reynolds threw ballast, and we as-
cended 1,200 feet, again picking up
the northeast current and our speed
increased with each foot of alti-
tude, .

“The earth was very beautiful as
it lay bathed in the early morning
sunlight, and at the speed at which

we were {raveling, resembled a
rreal animated map that was being
unfolded before us by some mighty
unseen hand. A smudge of while
smoke in the distant horizon quick-
1y developed into a steam engine
drawing a long sirving of cars. Vil-
lages and towns, a mere blur at
first sight took shape wilth each
passing second and soon passed be-
neath and beyond us, leaving the
shouts of their ocenpants and the
stariied cries of eattle and poultry
ringing in our ears. The rapidity
with which things came and went
first drew our attention to ihe fact
that we were moving with excep-
ticnal speed and by compuling
with map reference we discovered
that we were doing better than a
mile a minute.

“Our line of flight was such, that
it did not promise to carry us any

_way near a town of any size at all

and we dropped several sheets of
speed paper -which informed us
that a sirong north current was

Start of Record Trip.

moving several hundred feet be-
low us. Valving down and picking
up this new current, we were
pleased 10 learn that il would prob-
ably carry us within a mile due
east of Ida Grove. As we neared
the town, we descended to a height
of ahout 300 feet, only to find that
there was no possible landing fields
about. We checked our descent
and rode past the town for a dis-
tance of about three miles, finally
picking out a series of wheat
fields in which to land. We start-
ed a gradual descent, and our trail
ropes became entangled with a
telegraph line, which checked our
flight for a fraction of a second, bui
our momentum was such, that
something had to break. The tele-
graph wires did, and we continued
northward and earthward, dragging
several sections of the line with us.

“As our anchor rope touched the
ground we threw the anchor and in
view of the excellent landing fields
available, decided to chance the
strong winds and to attempt to
land without ripping, in order to
allow Lieutenant Denndn io get
away on his solo flight, The an-
chor bounded along the ground but
did not slow our flight wuntil it
lodged in a barbed wire fence. One
fence more or less means nothing

&pom this point, the curve in the

what Bepjamin Franklin once said

Balloon iﬁ?hich Broke Record,

1| fence.

in the life of a halloon moving {if(y
miles per hour and ocutside of a
nmighty jerk ag the anchor rope be-
came caught, the fence gave way. .
There was nothing to it. Steadily
descending, we barely cleared an- -
other fence and landed with an
awful bump in the wheat field, only
to bounce about seventy-five feetl
into the air, and start earthward
again. Piloi Reynolds hung on to
the valve rope and we crashed to
the ground again, but Dbounded
away from it in time {0 elear an-
other fence. A third time we hif
the ground, this time so near a
fenece as to be unable to get away
from it. Lieutenani Reynolds cau-
tioned “Everybody down in the
basket” and we slammed into the
wires, breaking them lilie so many
cords and continued our mad dash
across the fields. Steady valving
had taken away considerable of the
balloor’s “lifi,” and as we went
bouncing along the basket was al
no time high enough from the
ground to clear the fences. In con-
sequence, we hit the next fence and
although we sank into it and bent
it back several feet, it held and we
thoughi the flight was over. How-
ever the bag was Dblowing and
swaying above us and the wind
shifted, pulling us out from the
barbed wire entanglements and
starting us madly toward another
The point of impacl on the
next fence happened {0 he squarely
in a corper that was reinforced
with four by four Iumber. We
slammed into the cornel hard
enough to break one of ihe stout
supports, but we lodged firmly and
in such a position as to make a
solo getaway impossible- Lieu-
tenant Reynolds ripped  and our
flight was over.

A rather amusing incideni o
curred at this point in the flight,
During our “fence busiing” exper-
iences, we were all oo 1

crourhed low
in the basket, and to all outward
appearances the basket was empty.
A typical old farmer and his son,
who were at work in ihe fields

S ‘_ were very much stariled to see the
il huge gas bag and an apparently

empty basket come tearing and
hounding along the ground toward
{hem, saw it slam into a fence,
hang there for a second, back away
from it, go rushing madly toward
another fence, and lodge itself firm-
ly in the corner. Then they saw
the huge bag fall over to the ground
as ii was deflated by the rip. They
stood open-mouthed in astonish-
ment Tor several seconds and no
sign of life appearing about the bal-
loon, they started toward it. All
this time we were lying in the bot-
tom of the basket shaking with
laughter and fully enjoving the ex-
perience now that the danger was
over and no particular hurry to gel
out. Slowly we disengaged our-
selves from ihe pile in the basket
and one at a time, stood up. 1 was
first to get out and walked toward
the farmer and his son. They had
stopped and were staring in wild-
eyed amazement at the basket and
I glanced around in time to see
Lieutenant Reynolds stand up and
clamber out, followed at regular in-
tervals of about thirty seconds by
Lieutenanis Dennan, Volimer and
Sergeant DBerthaume. When ithe
sergeant appeared, the old man
could keep quiet no Ionger and
turning to the boy he said in a
voice that implied thatl he fully ex-
pected men to keep climbing out of
the basket indefinitely, “By Heck,
that gol darn box is full of them.”
His astonishment was s0 genuine
and his remark so timely, that we
all had a good laugh over it

But the life of a balioonist is not
all laughter, excitement and fun.
We spent a busy hour packing the
balloon and its equipment and lthen
another hour and a half bumping
along four miles of road on an old
springless wagon en route it Ida
Grove. We arrived at Ida Grove at
1 p. m. and had a very fine dinner
at the Baxter hotel. We lefi Ida
Grove at 2:15 p. m. and arrived at
the Onawa junection point at 3:30,
where he had to lay over uniil 9:05
for an Omaha train. Now five hours
is a .handy thing to have at your
disposalggometimes, but mnot in
Onawa, Ia. Personally, i placed in
the same predicament again, I
think I'll get a room at “the” hotel
and go io bed for just exactly four
hours and fifty-five minutes of it.

The boyvs arrived in Omaha at

11:30 p. m. Monday.
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RO LAOING OF
B AT WD £

, .G‘ommanﬁmg Officer Is a
Passenger on g Rather
\ Exciting Trip,
By 2nd Lisut. -Albert F. Hebbard.
A most interesting trip in a free
iballoon was made to David City,
‘Neb., on the twenty-seventh day of
Febriary, 191§. The. direction of
the wind was west and of a suffi
cient velocity to insure a long voy-
cage, .The temperature of the air
- was 13 -degrees Fahrenheii on the
‘ground, and although the sun was
imot In evidence it was far from be-
“ing what might he termed a dis-
agreeable day.
The fortunate participants in this
s particular frip were:
_ Pilét, Second Lieut. Ralph-A.
JReypolds, M. A, S,
Pagsengers, Lient. Colonel Jacodb
W. S. Wuest, J, M. A, A S. M, A,
First Lieut. Richard E. Thomp-
son, A, S, M. A ]
Second L1eut. Stewart R. Xirk-
Lpatrick, A. 8., M. A,
R Sgcorid Lieut. Albert F. Hebbard,
) Sergeant Y.eslie R. Leake, 5%th
.Balloon company.
“We left the Dalloon house at 8§
Z. m., bheing ecarried to the center

Ballcon Fully Inflat ed.

of the niorth field, where the pilot,
' fieut, Heynolds, took a few min-

: utes to lcok evervibing over care-
)fuﬂy in order to dssure himself

i that mothing had Deen neglected.
: At exactly five minutes past 9

g'clock, we left the ground. The
i"halloon ascended rapidly, going in
" a. westerly direction and in ten min-

- utes we had attained an altitude of

. 1,306 feet, and were five miles due
wwest of TFort Omaba. At 9:30

ﬂ’clock or, just fifteen minutes lat-
© gr, the balloon was seven and one-

* palf miles west of East Irvington,
Ctraveling at a fair rate of speed
at an altitude of 11‘1’5 feet. The
temperature taken ai this {ime was
14 degrees Fahrenheitf,

In due time, or at 9:45 to be ex-
act, the Elkhorn river was crossed,
{ and ten minutes later, we were
. passing over the Plaite river at an

| altitade of 1,100 feet. Five minutes |

{ later, at 9:50 o’clock, we passed

*gver.the village of Yutan, and due.

; probably fo a sudden conirac

1 tion of the gas, eaused by crossing-

1 the Platte river, we found that the
! balloon was descendmg‘ dquite rap-

; idly-and that our altitude was only |

i 350 feel.
: Lieutenant Reyuolds threw out a
3 gmal amount - of hallast and we
: continued to rige until an altitude
" of 1,500 feet was reached at 10:25,
at whmh time, we were four miles
northeast of Wahoc, ‘Neh., and trav-
eling west, northwest. At thzs point
the pilot decided to valve in order
~ {0 secure our descent, and a valve
landing was attempted-in the vicin-
. ity of Wahoo, as it was planned ic
;5 w¥ve Lieutenant Thompson an Op-

.

‘L. ‘portunity to leave the hasket and

‘ for the remainder of the party to

-, gontinue on another voyage.

_ Lieutenant Reynolds continued

- ko valve until the descent of the
palloon was guite perceptible. As
ave drew.closer to terra firma, ev-

. gry one in the basket realized that

© = strong ground wind was blowing,

and anticipated a rather rough’

landihg. Indeed, anticipation was
turned gquickly to realization upon
ihe first coatact beiween the
‘ground and basket, for it was, to
" mse an ordinary expression, ‘“some
Jolt?? “The anchor simply- refused
1o held, and foltowed us, sometimes

ecatching on a piece of frozen earth-

for an mstant and then suddenly
fetting =o, at which the balloon
would surge forward and the an-

chor would bound high intop the air.
‘1 We were traveling at a rate of
speed, which safely could be esti-
‘mated at fifty-five miles ah hour,
sometimes stopping for an insfant
¢ither when the anchor held on the
irozen ground, or when it carme into

It was during one of these brief
-stops  {hat Lieutenant Thompson
managed to climb out of the basket
and land safely on the ground,
wheretipon in accordanece with a
pre-arranged plan, I threw his shoes
oul after him and yelled, “Look out
for the anchor, Tommy!” Thiyg,
however, was an idle precaution,
for Lieutenant Thompson had lost
no time in getting out of the way.
When this had been accomplished
the attention of all concerned was
arrested by a large clump of trees
which loomed up directly im front
of us. At this time, it might be
interesting to note, that through
the medinm of the anchor, we were
dragging several hundred feet of
barbed wire along with us, to which
was attached several good sized
fence posts. The balloon refused
to rise above thé trées, even though
all of us were busily engaged in
throwing ballast. The result was,
that we erashed through the irees
while at the same time the anchor
picked up another fence. Affer we
managed to free ourselves from
this grove of f{rees,! we continued
along over the ground at a rapid
rate of speed with apparently little
hope of rising. It seemed incred-
ible to us that with one passenger
gone in addition to ten sacks of
sand, we should siay on the
ground, Butf if soon became evident
that the prevailing ground wind
which had not lessened in velocity,
had a tendency to bear down on
the balloon,  thereby overcoming
the lift of the gas temporarily. At
this point we crashed into anoiher
barbed wire fence which gave way
before the force of the blow like
so much paper. Onc of the sirands
of wire in this fence, however, cut
through a corner of the basket in
which Lieutenant Kirkpatrick was
standing, and in doing so, nearly
severed completely, two of the bas-
ket suspension ropes. Directly in
our path, and but a short distance
away, was a road on the near side
of which was a line of very large
trees and on the other side a house
and some telegraph poles, carrying
possibly six or eight lines. The
balloon had just started to feel the
effect of the enormous amount of
ballast which had been thrown over
and :was possibly fifieen feet from
the grolind when we hit the second
line of trees. However, we were
just high enough in the air to pre-
vent the bag itself from belng pune-
tured and managed to emerge from
the trees with the netting intfact
but with several branches suspend-
ed from the rigging. In going
through the first clump of tirees,
we lost one of the anchor prongs
but the other three were all that
were required to pull down the tele-
graph wires which the basket bad
barely missed.

After making a careful survey of

contact with a barbed wire fence.]

BALLOON FLIGHT T0
POINT NEAR MALVERN

Slow Voyage Consumes an
Hour and Thirty-Five
Minutes.

By Second Lt. Rupert Robertson,
A.S, A,

A 35,000 cubic foot spherical bal-
loon piloted by Captain F. W.
Goodale, carrving as passengers
Second Lientenant Frank T, Davis,
Glenn M. Still, Rupert Robertson,
Paul J. Vollmer and Corporal Heinz

the situation, the memhbers of the
-party decided that the damage
wrought to the balloon, was not of
a sufficiently serious nature to post-
pone ihe second trip. It was 10:35
when we left the ground and in
twenty-three minutes we had at-
tained an altitude of 1,850 feet,
traveling in a west, southwesterly
direction, ten miles southwest of
‘Wahoo,

Continuing to rise, in ten minutes
more, we found ourselves enveloped
in a heavy fog at an altitude of 1,~
950 feei. We reached our maximum
altitude at 11:15, when the aneroid
indicated that we were 2,500 feet
in the air. At this time we were
still in the fog, with a temperature
of 23 degrees Fahrenheit,

It was twenty minutes later thatl
we again saw the earth from an
altitude of 2,100 feet. The temper-
ature in the meantime dropped to
15 degrees above. Immediately up-
on coming within sight of the
ground, we endeavored to locate
ourselves, and at 11:43, at an alti-
tude of 1,300 feet, we reckoned that
we were six miles north of David
City. At this point] Lieutenant
Reynolds began to valve for a de-
scent and at 12 o'clock noon, we
landed one-half mile west of Da-
vid City on the Union Pacific right
of way. But not, however, until
after we had gone through ancther
barhed wire fence. Just to make
things intieresting, about the iime
we struck the fence, the pilot be-
gan t rip and the basket landed
on its side close to the railroad
track, with the envelope draped
over a telegraph wire.

It did not take long for a large
number of the male population of |
David City {o, come to our assist-
ance and in a comparatively short
time, the balloon was rolled up and
we were on our way into the town
on a Dodge truck. TUpon arriving
at the station, tickels were pur-
chased, the balloon and basket
made ready for- shipment and dur-
ing the short time which elapsed
before the arrival of the train, our
commanding officer invited all the
members of the party to lunch with
him. It was guite appareni that
everyone was exceedingly hungry,

for I do not remember of anyone
having to be asked a second time.

16th & Howard

Correct Fashions for Women
A Splendid Shop for Men

Thompson-Belden & Co.

‘On the Fort Car Line

A Dependable Store

~ Established 1886

STATIONERS

13th and Farnam Streets

OMAHA PRINTING CO.

LITHOGRAPHERS
OFFICE FURNITURE SUPPLIES

ENGRAVERS

Omaha

Burr:ESs-NASH COMPANY

isth and Harney Streets.

A store that s always
ready to be of service to you
at home or abroad,

Omaha, Nebraska, |

J. Freitag, left Fort Omaha Monday
morning at 8:50 a. m., March 10,
1919, and landed two miles north-
east of Malvern, Ia., at 10:06 a. m.
the same day.

The bailloon lefi the ground at
8:32 a. m. A slight breeze carried
it in a south and southeast direction

until it had crossed the Mis-
souri river when it went off
direetly fo the southeast. We

reached an altitude of about 1,200
feet in twenty minutes and at that
time passed over the river half way
between Council Bluffs and Omaha.
Our greatest height was made at
9:02 when the barograph registered
2,400 feet. We rode along smoothly
at this height and at about five
miles an hour during most of the
voyage.

When we reached a heighl of 500
feet, Lieuitenant Still dronped the
Iong trail or drag rope. 7This rope
is 250 feet long and weighs almost
seveniy-five pounds. By looking at
the lower end of this rope and not-
ing which way it points, you can
tell in what direction the balloon
is going. There was no vibration
in the basket and the crew became
settled and unafraid. Captain
Goodale explained the different in-
struments, pulled the valve line“so
ag to accustom us to the sound of
escaping gas, dumped some sand so.
as to show us how releasing
ballast eifected the lift, and threw
out some Dpieces of paper so0
as to tell whether the craft was
ascending or descending. If the
paper goes up the balloon is
descending, but if the paper gzoes
down, it is ascending. The baro-
graph registers the trip or oscilla-
tions. We did not have much of the
latter because the balloon found its
equilibrium quickly. Thizs was al-
tributed to the skill of our pilot.

The air became suddenly cool.
This was caused by a current of
air coming from the ground while
the sun was not shining brightly.
This cold caused the gas io con-
iract and the lower portion of the
balloon became wrinkled like an
old elephant’s skin, The cause of
thig was due to the contracted gas
rising in the bag, thereby creating
a suction through the appendix.
Pretty soon the sun came out again
and the refiection of the heat from
the ground together with that di-
rectly on the envelope eaunsed her
to expand and the pilot valved to
let some of the gas out.

) The day was ideal and the visibil-
ily was excellent except for the
smoke from Omaha which lay out
over the east and northern part of
the ecity. Fort Crook could be seen
gasily, and the whole of Omaha was
in view. The world is a beautiful
sight as seen from a balloon be-
cause all the defecis seem to blend
together intq lines, curves and roll-

ing hills and valleys. The farms of
lowa are wonderful to behold. The
farmers live in pretty homes and
it is no wonder, taking all things in
consideration, that this state Is con-
sidered the richest in the union.
Some of us talked to people on the
ground, asking them how far il was
to the next town, ete. The chickens
flew to cover, thinking we were
some bird of prey about to swoop
down upon ihem, and the dog ran
out to bark at our approach, only
to find that we had no intention
of coming to see his master, al-
though a good dinner at some fine
country home would not be refused
by a hungry bunch of army officers,

As we came near Malvern, la., our
pilot picked an open field to land
in, so as to give Lieutenant Voll-
mer a good place to gel away on
his sole flight, When about a
guarter mile from this field, Cap-
tain Goodale grabbed the valve
rope, told Lieutenant Davis to get
ready to drop the anchor when be
told him to, and for Lieutenant Volls
mer io have a bag of sand ready
in case we should make a heavy
tanding. The trail rope touched the
ground and we kept coming down
faster, the anchor rope touched, the
captain gave the “anchor drop™
signal, but still we came down
faster, but when the basket came
within about three feet of the
ground, practically the weight of
the anchor and trail rope was on
the ground, relieving the basket of
that _much ballast, the balloon
reached another equilibrium and we
skimmed along above the ground
for at least fifty yards, and then
landed witbout a single bump or
jar.

One at a time we got out and
shovelled his weight in dirt into
bags, so as to replace that much
ballast. When this was completed
the pilot discovered that the valve
line had been tied too short and
the result was that the balloon in
straightening out on accouni of
losing so much gas, had held the
valve open and practically all the
gas escaped. We were all disap-
pointed and felt sorry for our fel-
low officer because this would have
gnalified Vollmer as a free balloon
pilot, and he is being transferred
to Akron, 0. Saturday.

The balloon was packed up, and
hauled into Malvern by a farmer.
We ate dinner at the hotel and
caught a train into Omaha at 2:15
p. m.

Father’s Conditicn

I can’'l wear the shoesg I did before
joining the army.

Father—Jusi so the same old hat
fits you, my son!—Judge.

work to do.
Treaty is signed.

KEEP UP YOUR TRAINING, BOYS!
You may be needed yet to keep the Hum on the
Other Side of the Rhine .

We know you won’t quit, while there may still be
They will bear watching until the Peace

Thomas Kilpatrick & Co.

They Sell Dry Goods.

Motor
¢ e
Suits

Oak Motor Suif,

made of excellent

wear - proof, fasi-

color, sulpbur- - dye
Khaki.

ATl Sizes
34 fo0 48

They Are Sure Repeaters.

Byme & Hammer Dry Goeds Co.

OMAHA, NEBRASKA

ASK YOUR DEALER FOR e
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QUARTERMASTER CORPS.

Private First Class Harry H.
Bastman (9060263, quartermaster
corps, is transferred to the motor
transnport eorps.

* Private Tirst Class Jewell B.
Brockeit, quartersiaster corps, is
relieved from further duty at this
post, is transferred in his present
grade, and will proceed to. Camp
Grant, Ill., reporting upon arrival
to the commanding officer of thal
post for discharge.

Private Barl Kellogg, quartermas-
ter corps, is relieved from farther
duty at this post, is transferred in
his present grade, and- will pro-
ceed to Camp Custer, Mich., report-
ing upon arrival to the commanding
officer of that post for discharge.

Corporal Norman F, Canby, quar-
termaster corps, is relieved from
further duty at this post, is trans-
ferred in his present grade, and will
proceed to the Presidio of San Fran-
gisco, Cal., reporting upon arrival to
the commanding officer of that post
Jor discharge.

MEDICAL DEPARTMENT.

The following enlisted men, med-
Jeal department, are relieved from
Auty with the Sixtieth balloon com-
pany,.and will report to the surgeon
at Fort Omaha for duty: Sergeant
wWilliam T. Pester, Private First
Llass Paul J. Peterson.

Private First Class Emil A.
Buehler, medical department, is re-
lieved from duty with the Tiftieth
Balloon company, and will report to
post hospital for auty. .

Sergeant William T. Pester, med-
ieal depariment, is attached io the
Fifty-ninth balloon company for
lemporary duty, and will proceed
with that organization to Akrom, O.
gpon cgmpletion of this duty be
will return to his proper station,
Fort Omaha, Neb.

A7TH BALLOON COMPANY.

Sergeant 1st Class Elmer L.
Knapp, Air Service, baving re-
ported at this Post from Air Ser-
vice Depot, Garden City, L. 1, N.
¥., is hereby assigned, in grade, t0
the 47th Balloon Company, and
will report to the Commanding Of-
ficer of that organization -for duty.

/BOTH BALLOON COMPANY.

The following mnamed = enlisted
men, Air Service, 50th Balloon
Company, are hereby promoied to
the- grades indicated below to fill
existing vacancies:

To grade of Cook:

Private lel. William 8. Crawley.

Private lel. Fred H. Duble.

To grade of Corporal:»

Private lcl. William J. Curley.
~ Cook Hans H. ®. Hanson, Air
Service, 50th Balloon Company, is,
at his own request, reduced to the
grade of Private.

Upon the recommendation of
the Organization Commander, the
following named enlisted men, Air
Service, 56th Ballcon Company, are
reduced to the grade of private:

Cook William T. Hemphill,

Cook Floyd C. Hunter.

B59TH BALLOON COMPANY.

Corporal Uzal G. Ent, air service,
Fifty-ninth balloon company, is
hereby relieved from special duyty
in the personnel office and will re-
port to his company commander for
duty.

The following named enlisted
men, air gervice, Fifty-ninth balloon
company, are hereby transferred in
their present grades to the Forty-
seventh balloon company and will
report to the commanding officer
of that organization for duty: Cook
Conrad W. Schroeder, Private First
Llass Stockton and Private Herman
‘Walter.

B0TH BA LOON COMPANY,

The following mpamed enlisted
en, air service, Sixtieth bailoon
gompany, are hereby promoted to
the grades indicated below, to fill
existing vacancies: To grade of
ghauffeur first class, Chauffeur
Elmer H. Johnson; to grade of
whauffeur, Private Pirst Class Will-
jam T. Hughes, Private Edward B
Pmylie, Private Cecil F. Mathews.

63D BALLOON COMPANY.

Private First Clasg Carl J. Atz
&ir service, Sixty-third balloon com-
pany, is hereby promoted to the
grade of cook, to fill existing va-
gancy. .

Corporal Guy Gambrell, air serv-
fce, Sixty-third balloon ecmpany, is
hereby transferred in his present

¢ grade to the Righty-first balloon

eompany and will report {o the
pommanding officer of that orguni-
gation for duty. -
Private Harl F. Thomson, air
gervice, Sixty-third balloon com-
$any, is hereby relieved from spe-

grade of corporal,

cial duty in the signal department
and will report to his company
commander for duty.

The following named enlisted
men, air serviee, Sixty-third bal-
loon company, now on detached
service with United States army
airship {raining and construction
station, Akron, ()., are hereby pro-
moted to the grades indicated be-
low, 1o date from March 1, 1919:
To grade of sergeant, Corporal
Nevin E. Snyder; to grade of cor-
poral, Private First Class James O.
Curtis.

7ATH BALLOON COMPANY

The Ifollowing named enlisted
men, air service, Seventy-fourth
balloon company, are hereby pro-
moted to the grades indicated be-
low, to fill existing vacancies: To
Private First
Class John T. Kitching; to grade of
private first class, Private Harry
C. Smith; to grade of chauffeur
first class, Chauffeur Thomas A.
King, Chauffeur Fred J. Michael-
son; to grade of chauffeur, Pri-
vates First Class Clark L. Brown,
Daniel N. Engle; Privates Harvey
Ovler, John F. Spohn, Charles L.
Wells, Adlie E. Powers, Leland B.
Watkins, Albert Wendell; to grade
of sergeant, Cook Tom Harpham;
to grade oi corporal, Privates First
Class Carlton King, Harry J. Cate,
Raymond G. Peterson; to grade of
cook, Private First Class Oscar J.
Sand, Private Charles Searing; to
grade of private first class, Pri-
vates Oscar E. Shenorn, Leo W.
Finn, Cahrles G. Milne, Walter A.
Butzine,

81ST BALLOON COMPANY.

‘The following named enlisted
men, air service, 81zt Balloon eom-
pany, are hereby transferred in
their present grades to the b9th
Balloon company, and will report
to the commanding officer of that
organization for duty:

Sgt. 1ct Fred L. Christopher.

Pvt. 1¢l Barney J. Bation.

The foilowing named enlisted
men, air service, 81st Balloon com-
pany, are hereby promoted to the
grades indicated below, to fill ex-
isting vacanecies:

To grade of corporal:
Edward V. Henckel

To grade of private, lel, Pri-
vates James J. Seott, John C. Van
DeWall, Arthur Zertler, Arthur J.
Lindberg, Albert P. Leis, Wallace
J. Davey, John L. Nichols.

Private Paul Wood, air service,
81st Balloon company, is hereby
transferred to the 60th Balloon
company, and will report to the
commanding officer of that organi-
‘gation for duty.

FINE ARTS COLUMN.

By Merril E. L. Hooven.

C0-OPERATION INVITED.

It having been decided by the
board of officers in charge of the
Gas Bag to retain this feature of
the paper, members of all organiza-
tions in the city wkich promole the
cause of fine arts are cordially in-
vite to take pari. with us in helping
to make this section of interest to
the general public. It is a difficuil
proposition for one in the military
service to keep in touch with all
activities of this mpature unless
those who are in a responsible posi-
tion lend their help. Assistance
given in the past is gratefully
acknowledged, and thanks ren-
dered therefor.

Telephone 126 at Colfax 4600.
Mail care Gas Bag, Fort Omaha.

M, B L. H

LOCAYL. ARTISTS’ RECITAL.

Mrs. BE. R. Zabriskie gave an or-
gan recital at the First Presby-
terian church on Sunday afternoon,
March 16. Mrs. Zabriskie has been
giving a series of organ recitals at
the church, and is widely known.

Appearing at the same recital
were Mrs. Jensen of Council Bluffs,
violinist, and Mrs. Louise Jansen
Wylie, soprano.

No admission wag charged. A
collection was taken, however, to
benefit the Red Cross fund.

——

FINE ARTS LECTURE.

The. Omaha Society of Fine Aris
is being well favored this season in
secoring so many well informed
speakers upon topies of world con-
sideration. Prof. Charles Upson
Clark spoke before the Fine Arts
society Friday afternoon, March 14,
at the Fontenelle ball recom, on
“Italy’s Part.”

Prof. Clark has come to this
country with the sanction of the
Italian government to tell of the
part Italy has played in the world
war, ~His leciure was supplement-
ed with motjon picture views.

Private

SOCIEY.

Miss Madeline Kendall.
o] (o]

Associate “Jinx”
Number With Club

There is a sirange coincidence
concerning the Officers’ club at
Fort Crook and the number thirteen.

The house number of the club is
13. It was parlially destroyed by
fire on June 13. The authority for
repairs was given on December 13
and the item number of the appro-
priation was thirieen. i

Because of all this the commitiee,
of which Lieutenant W. R. Toston
was ehairman, decided to give their
formal opening dance on Thursday,
March 13.

In spite of the fact that the dance
was given on the 13th, it was a suc-
cess. A number of Omaha officers
and their wives were the gues(s of
the Fort Crook command, and en-
joyed the dancing, delicious re-
freshments, and gracious hospital-

ty.

The club house has been rebuilt
and decorated and is now a wonder-
ful addition to the post.

An Afternoon Tea.

On Friday Match 21, Mrs. Roscoe
Conklin will give an afternoon tea
to the ladies of the post, and a few
other friends. Among those present
will be Mrs. Wuest, Mrs, Crawford,
Mrs. O’Brien, Mrs. White, Mrs,
Boeticher, Mrs. Wedemeyer, Mrs.
Stevens, Mrs. Reynolds, Mrs. Marti,
Mrs. Nelson, Mrs. Foster, Mrs.
Clapp, Mrs. Frewer, Mrs. Slaughter,
Mrs. Little and Mrs, EQd Geseman.
Lieutenant and Mrs. Conklin have
just moved into the post and were
cordially welcomed by the mem-
bers of the command.

PERSONAL ITEMS.

Second Lieutenant Don M. Clark,
A, 8., A. is assigned to the 74ih
Balloon company.

First Lieutenant John M. Riggs,
M. C., is hereby detailed as re-
cruiting officer at Fort Omaha,
Nebraska.

Second ILieutenant George C.
Macleod, A. 8., M. A, is assigned
for duty to the 5(¢th Balloon com-

any. )

First Lieutenant John J. Lan-
cer, M. C., is hereby detailed as re-
eruiting officer, at sub-post Fort
Crook, Nebraska.

Major Martin B. Dunbar, Q. M.
C., is hereby appointed ordnance of-
ficer, vice Captain Howard White,
P. 8., relieved.

Second Lieutenant Rupert Rob-
ertson, A. 8., A. is hereby detailed
as officer-in-charge of the Hydro-
gen plant.

First Lieuienant Homer C. Mae-
Neill, A. S., A. ig- hereby detailed
as fire marshal, vice Captain Har-
old A. Wise, A. 8. M. A,, relieved.

Second Lieutenant Andrew R.
Harris, A. S., A. is hereby relieved
from duly with the 506th Balloon
eompany, and is assigned to duty
as assistant to Mr. W. D. Burton,
Aeronautical mechanical engineer.

Second Lieutenant Hugo P
Froehlich, A. 8., N. A. is relieved
from duty with the 50th Balloon
company and is assigned io the
§0th Balloon company.

Second Lieutenant Gorman B.
Howell, A. 8, A. is relieved from
duty with the 59th Balloon eom-
pany and is attached to the 47th
Balloon company.

Second Lieutenant William BE.

Rinehart-Steffens

Photographers

300-302 South 18th St.

They Cost No More Than
the Other Kind.

Mr. Soldier Man!

Many of vou are strangers in our
eommunity—we wsalecome yen, Many
will be with us during the coming |
Xmas heolldays. which, in the light
of victory, should be the merriest
and most jJoyful of any Xmas since
A. D 1. We will] commemorate
Xmas 1918 with pleasing, personal
and permanent gifts, What more’
logical than jewelry? Where more
satisfying te shop than Ryan’s. the
house of quality?

Ryan Jewelry Co.
16th and Farngm. Phone Douglas 768.
Securities Duilding.

A, NEBRASHA,

Connolly A. 8, M. A, is detailed as
supply officer and maintenance of-
ficer, vice Captain Raymond H.
Harrell, A, 8., M. A, hereby re-
Heved.

First Lieutenant LeWallace W.
Taylor, A. 8, A, is relieved from
further duty at this station and will
proceed without delay to Akron,
Ohio, reporting upon arrival to the
commanding officer, Army Bal-
loon and Airship detachment, for
duty.

Captain Walter Ackerman, quac-
termasiers corps, is relieved from
duty at this post and will proceed
without delay to Washington, D.
C., where he will take station and
report to the Chief of Construction
division for duty as his assistant.

First Lieutenant John S. Sheets,
Medical corps, is  honorably dls-
charged from the service of the
United States, for the convenience
of the government, hig services be-
ing no longer required.

First Lieutenant Arthur ¥, Bur-
gess, Air Service, Aeronautics, is
honorably discharged from the ser-
vice of the United States, for the
convenience of the government, his
service being no longer required.

Second Lieutenant Heman BE.
Babcock, Field artillery, is honor-
ably discharged from the service
of the United States, for the con-
venience of the governmeni, his
services being no longer required.

Lieutenant and Mrs. Harold M.
Hine, Hartford, Conn., are parents
of a baby boy, born Monday, March
10 according to word received by
their Fort Omaha friends.

“TIME IN THE AIR”
OF BALLOONS AT
FORT IS TOTALED

(Countinued From First Page.)

flying. Thirteen captive balioons
were in the air at one time, but
schedules for nine to twelve were
the mwore frequent.

The balloon capacity of Florence
field was estimated by the British
foreign advisers at six balloons,
and that of Fort Omaha north and
south fields as two balloons. The
high swirls which are prevalent in
summer made flying interesting al
800 to 1,000 meters, for the swirls
frequently went above that altitude
moving the balloons around in ciz-

¢les and bringing them mnear eachi-

ather. The vigilance of the maneu-
vering officers prevented any se-
rious accidents, although balloons
were brought too close together for
complacence now and then, In or-
der to reconcile the amousnt of in-
struetion required with the number
of balloons available it was neces-
sary to fly “up to the minute,” and
calculations were made as to ap-
proaches of local thunderstorms,
which often came up without much
warning, and as to wind velocities
which balloons with poor fins
would bear. Lookputs were estab-
lished at Florence Field, and more
than once observers did their work
without realizing that the regular
lookout and three officers at dif-
ferent parts of the field were keep-
ing close watch wupon their bal-
loons. "On several occasions pilot
and student were hauled down
against their vigorous protests—
and once or twice they were not
hauled down, although making over-
tures looking toward that action.
The motto followed in handling

the balloons was “In ballooning
take precautions beforehand—not
afterward.” No serious accidents
occurred in the air, and only ona
Caquot balloon was destroyed on
the ground. This was by an ex-
plosion in deflatiom at Florence
Field May 2, 1918, when two en-
listed men were kitlled. Two sphe-
rical balloons were desiroyed by
static ignition in the period from
April, 1917, to January 1, 1919
one in the balloon house and the
other after a landing near Nebras-
ka City when Lieutenant F. A. Post
was on a solo trip. The balloons
which broke away were set free
either through running the end of
the eable into the winch or by parts
ing of the rope rigging in high
winds with one exceptiion, when too
small a detail in quite cold weather
occasioned release of a halloon by
letting go of the handling lines.
Fins or rudders were blown off on
a few occasions, but only once
when passengers were in the bas-
ket, and then, although the basket
looped the Dballoon several iimes,
the men were brought down with-
out injury.

Windy weather and the thunder-
shower period caused a great deal
of extra work for the balloon de-
tails. RBarly in the spring of 1918
the wind blew forty to fifty miles
an hour on the ground most of the
day on one memorable day, and
then turned around and blew from
a different direction from forty to
seventy-two miles an hour during
the night. This brought out all the
flying officers and most of the men,
for nearly all the balloons were in
the open. Windbreaks were made

. with trucks and old groundeloths,

and no balloon was lost. More than
once a strong wind eame up on
short notice or a loeal {hunder-
_storm was suddenly formed, make
ing very quick work necessary to

get the balloons out of the air and

safely moored. The work of the
meteorological section was found
very valuable in sensing dangerous
weather conditions. '

GUY L. SMITH

ITudson Super-Six
Motor Cars

2863 Farnam St.

SHOES REPAIRED
WHILE. YOU WAIT

FRIEDMAN BROS.

211 South 14th Street
Army Work a Specialty,

ELECTRICAL GOODS

Burgess-Granden Co,,
1511 Howard St.

e i —
Baggage—Transfer
OMAHA TRANSFER CO.
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Clothes

A Hart Schaffner & Marx

Spring Styles

We've got the goods for you this

Clothes

Spring; clothes as fine as ever, at

prices as “money-Saving” as ever.

You get positiveA satisfaction

here; money back if you want it.

. A2 4 .

The home of Hart Schaffner & Mark clothes
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OPERATIONS OF THE-
ALLIED BALLOONS
AT SAINT MIHIEL

{Continned From First Page.)

524 Balloon Co., (French}, Creue.

53d Balloon Co., (French), Vignot
{in reserve.)

20th Balloon Co., (French), Vig-
neulles,

10th Balloon Co., Bois-dela-Som-
mard,

11th Balloon Co., Mamey.

16th Balloon Co.,, Toul (in re-
serve.)

36th Balloon Co., (French), Li-
ronville.

41st Balloon Co., (French), Non-
sard.

93d Balloon Co, (French), St.
Remy.

The study of the map reveals
“that the allied balloons, in this of-
fensive, made an aggregate ad-
vance of 202 kilometers. This esti-
mate i figured by divect line from
original position. The actual road
miles greatly exceeds the figure in-
dicated. .

Preliminary Reconnaissance.

The positions of advance and re-
ireat were thoroughly reconnoi-
| tered before the attack began, in
| so far as proximity to the front
| permitied. Thirty-five positions—
| alternative, advance and retreal—
were actually inspeeted on the
ground. The territory beyond the
front line wag carefully studied by
means of maps and photographs.
Definite itineraries of advance
were planned and the positions be-
yond the lines so determined that
each balloon maintained, approxi-
mately, its place in the axis of its
seetor,

Supply.

Hydrogen was distributed to the
companies from the gas depols at
Chaudeney and Rattentout. Ar-
rangements had bheen made with
the commandant d’aerostation of
VI eme armee for an original sup-
ply of 1,500 tubes at Chaudeney
and for a daily provisionp thereafter
of 100 tubes per day.

Spare balloons, baskets, para-
chutes and accessories were avail-
able at the first air depot. No
shortage in equipment was encoup-
tered.

Communication,

Telephone connection were es-
tablished ©between headquariers
i commander army balloons
| each corps balloon oifice; between
each coips balloon office and each
balloon assigmed to the corps; be-
itween halloons and artillery groups
and groupments; between balloons
and corps or divisionai intelligence
offices.

Indicatives “and wave Iengths
were designated by the army radio
officer, so that each balloon eould
keep in touch by wireless with the
artiliery squadrons and with ar-
tillery zroups and groupments.

Administration.

All air service units—American
tand,French—wer’e under the tacti-
cal direction of the Chief Air serv-
ice, First army. The French com-
panies were attached for adminis-
trative control to the Eighth French
| army, Second French army or
Second Colonial corps, depending

pany was operating.
: _Missions.
The weather during the first two
days of the atiack was rainy and
Fstormy, Visibility was poor and
strong wind made ascension peril-
ous, The balloons, however, in
practically every instance, were up
at daybreak on the morning of the
attack. One balloon in each corps
was in ascension during the mnight
preceding the attack and during
each night while the attack con-
tinued. Surveillance was constantly
maintained; movements of the
troops wer watched; fires and ex-
plosions were noted; enemy aero-
nautical service and artillery ac-
tivity were observed. .
The American balloons, on Sep-
tember 16, teported enemy shells
falling 116 times; reporied enemy
. balloons fifty times; reported
| enemy planes 119 times; reported
i circulation on roads 23 times; and
spotted 35 enemy batieries. The
total homrs of ascension of Ameri-
can bailoons on this date were 142
hours, thiriy-three minutes.
Reports.
Reports were rendered by all bal-

operations reports were submitted
daily to the corps balloon office by
balloons assigned to corps and to
the army balloon office by balloons
assigned to army artillery. Tele-
phonic reports were rendered by
balloons assigned io corps, at in-
determinate intervals, to G2 at
divisional and army corps head-
guarters. Telephonic reports were
made by the army artillery balioons
to army artillery headquarters,. to
the A. I 8. and to G-2 of the corps
in thé seetor in which the army bal-
loon ‘was funciioning. The adjutant
at each corps ballgon office sub-

and

upon the sector in “which the com-

. loons at frequent intervals. Written [

to G-2 and G-3 of the corps, and to
the commander army balloons. The
adjutant at each corps balloon of-
fice rendered a consoclidated tel-
eplionie report daily to G-2 and G-3
of the corps, and to the commander
army bal'»-ns. The ‘adjutant at
each corps office made miscellan-
eous reports written and telephonic,
at varying periods, to G-2 and G-3
of the corps, and to commander
army balloons. The assistant in the
office of the commander army bal-
Toons prepared memoranda through-
out each day for distribution to the
chief of staff, information officer
and operations officer at air serv-
ice headquarters.

Divers reports on specialized
matiers were rendered to various
authorities. Ilostile aerconautics
were reported by designated com-
panies to contiguous D. C. A. an-
tenna. Hostile balloons in ascen-
sion were reported by the Com-
mander Army Balloons to the First
Pursuit Group. Confirmation of
enemy planes brought down by our
aviators was given to the Sqguad-
rons, for the record of pilots con-
cerned.

Regulation of Fire.

The weather during the first two
days of the attack prohibited the
regulation of artillery Fire. The
balloons on subseqguent days, how-
ever, conducted important and suc-
cessful adjustments. On Septem-
ber 16, the 2nd Company regulated
157 shots for batteries of 155’s; on
the same day, the 3rd Company
adjusted 118 shots for batteries of
155’s; on the same day, the 1tth
Company regulated 128 shots for
batteries of 155's. -

Casualties and Losses.

The casualties and losses during
the offensive may be summarized
as follows:

Sept, 12-—Balloon No. 10—Bal-
loon was driven info the irees by
a high wind and so torn as to ren-
der it unserviceable. First Lieu-
tenant David G. Boyd had his leg
broken and back sprained when
the basket was thrown agzinst the

| ground.

Balloon No. 12—The cable of the
balloon was snapped by a strong

'wind when the balloon was close to

the ground. One parachute was
smashed by being crashed against
the ground. The balison was last
seen at an aliitude of 3,000 meters,
traveling towards the enemy lines.
First Lieutenant G. W. Hinman, A,
S, U. 8. A, and First Lieutenant
Roland S, Tait, A. S., U. S. A, re-
mained in the basket.

Sept. 13.—Bazlloon No. 20—
(French)~—Ralloon was punctured
by diving into a iree,

Sept. 14—Balloon No. 5—Balloon
was burned by an enemy plane.

Balloon No. 2—An  American
‘plane (Salmson) collided with the
cable of balloon No. 2, wrecking
the plane and killing the pilot and
observer in the plane, but causing
no appreciable damage to the bal-
loon. i )

Sept. 15.—Balloon~ No.
loon was burned by an
plane.

Balloon No. 2-—Balloon was
burned by an enemy plane.

Sept. 16.—Balloon No, 9—Balloon
was deflated by enemy shrapnel,

Recommendations,

_The experience iA the Saint Mi-
pxel offensive suggests the follpw-
mg recommendations:

The assignment of balloons to
Army Artillery, as such, should he
abolished. It is recommended that
all balloons, under the Jurisdiction
of the Army, be assigned direcily
to corps.

The necessity for providing a
channel through whieh reports ean
be transmitted promptly requires
tha_t the reports come through an
office which is in more intimate
touch,. than Army headguarters can
be, with balloons on the line. In.
formation obtained must be acted
upon at once. Delay of an hour
in the effort to secure connection’
through main centrals, renders the
information worthless, All bal-
loons should be connected by a di-

1——Ba1»
ehemy

rect line to the balloon central of
the secior, so that the value of the
balloon’s observations may be im-
mediately utilized.

The mission of all balloons in &
sector is, fundamentally, the same,
The mission is two-fold, surveil-
lance of the sector and adjustment
of fire.

There is po distinction, in meth-
od and apiitude, between an ob
server’s watching matters of inter
est to army artillery and an obsery-
er’'s watching matters of interest to
G-2 of the corps. Laudierous it is to
assume that a balloon can look
only for things of importance to the
army, shutting its eyes to things
of imporiance to the corps. The
balloon must see everything and
should report everything to one
central balloon group office. That
office should be held responsible
to determine whether the informa-
is of value to army artillery or to
corps artillery, to G-2 of the army
or to G-2 of the corps.

There is no disiinction, in proc-
ess and function, between adjust-
ing fire for the 155°s or corps artii-
lery and adjusting fire fér the 270°s
of army artillery. There is no dis-
tinction between spotting object-
ives for corps artillery and. spolting
objectives for army artillery. The
work is identical.

The present designation of army
balloons, as such, creates this dou-
ble paradox of permitting the army
balloon to be idle when the army
artillery does not fire, and, on the
other hand, of compelling the army
balloon to reach over into the sec-
tor of other balloons where army
artillery batteries may he situated,
attempiing {o regulate their fire on
an exaggerated balloon target--
baltery—target ; angle.

The balloons in a corps area
shonld be distribuied ierritorially,
not taetically. The balloon should
be identified with a sector, not with
2 command, The balloon should
see everything and do everything
in its sector, The balloon should
regulate ‘every piece of artillery, of
whatever caliber, in the sector.
The balluen should observe every-
thing in the sector, whether it be
the relief of enemy -{roops—a mait-
ter of interest to G-2 of the corps
—ar whether it De a 42-centimeter
gun in action—-a matter of interest
to the army artillery.

The funetion of every balloon in
an operation should follow this de-
fined rule; it should see everything
directly in frent of it, and no moré.
It should regulate for everything
directly behind it, and no more.
Thus will efficiency and harmony
of activity be augmented.

JOHN A. PARGELOW,

Major, A. 8, U. S. A,

Commander Army Ballooas,
First Army.

When you receive your
discharge, call and see us
first in reference to purchas-
ing- Lmggage. :
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| four ty¥pes down here— the largest

OMAHA OFFICERS ARE.
INTERESTED IN WORK
DOWN IN PENSACOLA

(Continued From First Page.)

running when we got down here—
was hung up in the trees a few
days ago. The ship was not hurt
badly, but it will take at least ten
days to getl il inflated and rigged
again. Accident due to ship being
too heavy, and when engine trouble
developed, she came down in spite
of throwing over ballast, gasoline,
wireless apparatus and mosi every-
thing loose, except the motor
mechanic! We have had no rides
in the “blimps”—as everyone calls
them bui have taken some fine
hops in the seaplanes. They have

(¥I16) are nearly 100 foot wing
span, weigh three tons and are
equipped with two Liberty motors.
Regular flying bungalows. Steady
as box cars in the air. The smaller
type—the “F"” boats—are little two
man affairs, light and flexible, and
more fun to drive than you can
imagine. Had a stunt ride yester
day, verything from an Immelman
turn o a {ail spin—and enjoyed
every minute of it. The most sur-
prising part of stuniing, it seems (o
me, is the fact that you hardiy feel
that you are falling—at least I
couldn’t tell. I believe a good roller
coaster has nearly all the sensa-
tions of a stunt plane. Am hoping
that we can get a chance io be-
come heavier-than-air pilots. Saw
our firsi crash the other day; pilot
got interested in another ship, for-
got his controls, lost his flying
speed, and slipped on the wing into
the bay! Didn’t fall far and escaped
unhurt—but if he’d been 200 feet
up, instead of forty, it would surely
have been his last dive.

We are at present taking a sort
of ground course, engines, aceces-
sories, frame repairs, fabric care
(includes doping of the bag with a
mixtare called “Delta dope’—
sprayed on with an air brush).
Have talked over the wireless tele-
phone apparatus and went pretty
thoroughly into the scheme of the
thing with the instructor down
here. It is absolutely the most in-
genious arrangement 1 have ever
seen; I would like to spend a great
deal of time with this department,
as the study is most interesting.

Art Materials
Drawing Papers
Everything in Musie
Pianos and Players

A.HOSPE CQO.

1513 Douglas Strest
Omahs,

CLEARANCE SALE .
—at the—

POST EXCHANGE

Special Prices for Men
Being Discharged

The officials of the school down
here go out of their way to heip 1s,
and seem more than anxious to
start us off with everyihing they
know.

We are quartered comforiably at
Fort Barrancas, a coast artillery
post; very beantiful place, on l'en-
sacola bay, near the mouth of the
harbor. Colonel Hughes is in com-
mand, a very f{ine man. There are
several other good officers in ihe
post, including a Major Eilioti, an
infantry officer. I am hopinz to
have my family join me in a few
days, if it can be arranged. The
climate has been warm thongh
rainy; it will be fair from nosroon,
I undersiand, and should be pieas-
ant for them.

Li. Faulk and 1 both remen-ber
Fort Omaha mog¢ pleasantly #nd I
look forward to the time wien I
can spend at least a few days ouf
there with my friends.

Most sincerely,

R. H. FINLEY, 2nd Li. A. ¢

March 15-19, Mararita Fisher in
“Mollie of the Follies.” March 20-

22, Georze Walsh in “Never Say
Quit.” March 23-24, Frank ¥ee
nan  in  “T'he Midnight S
March 25-26, Fane and Cat
L.ee In “Smiles.” March
BEvelyn Neshit in  SWoman—
Weman.” March 80-31, April 1,
Tezgy HMyland in %Phe Unkissed
Bride.”

—THE MUSF—

Sun.-Tues.—Tom Moore in “A&
Man and ¥is Mouney.” Wed.~-Thur.
—DBessie Love in #Carolyn of the
Corners.,” Friday and Sat—% i~
Iizm Faraum in %The Rainbsw
Trail”  Sun.-Mon.-Tues.—Pauline
Fredriek in “Phe Woman on (he
Endex.”

RIALTOTHEATER

March 16-17-18-19, Henry Walt-
Itall in “False Faeces” Mar 20-
22, Eithel Ciayton in 3 vie
Peppes” March 23-2¢6, W S,
Harl in “Fhe Poppy Girl's
band.” March 27-29%, Bitliec 2
in “The Make-bhelicve Wife,”

THE STRAND

March 16-22, D. W. Griffith spe-
cial, “Romance of Happy Valley.”

March 23-2¢, Porothy Dalten in
sElard Boiled.,”  March 26-20,
Bryant Washboen in “Venn: of
ihe Xas(,” also the beautiful

S#Catiting Islands” in Prizma, the
finest colored pictures ever made,

EMPRESS THEATRE

March 14, Sunday - Thursday,
“nfusiconl Nlcel-arcens,” “4Jess &
Dell,” singing and dancing;
photoplay attraction; Bert Litell
in #Faith.” Thursday to Sunday,
“Gypsy Meredith & Co.,” “EThree
Theodores”, photoplay attraction,
Glady Lesfie in  “Miss Duleie of
Dixie*

| oo . Daily Mats. 15
x 25-50¢ Eovgs, 250«
; 50c-T50-$1

Week of March ibth
“FOLLIES OF THE DAY”

Week of Saturday, March 22
THE LEW KELLEY SHOW

Phone

Daoug,

494
"Maily Matinee, 2:15; BEvery Eyve s
8:15, Week Starting Sunday DMatineey
Mar. 16—XLucilie Cavanagh, Wheeler

Wadsworth, Mcl Craig, Willinmm 33, Cay-
lor; “No sSoabe,” Caroline Kohl:; Eatricolms
& Meyer; Jim and Marien Harkins; Irene
& Bebby Smith; Will Ferry; Mr. Leo
Beers; Kinegrams, Rereen News of Al
the World; Orphenm Travel Weekly,
Around the World with the Orphcom

1 Girenit’s DMotion Picture Yhotographers.

Prices Reasonahle

Old Parts Made New,
New Parig Made, Too.

Bertschy Manufacturing
and Engineering Company
OMAHA, U. S. A,
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Anything and Bverything
for the Soldiers’ Use
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witied a consolidate{_i» veport. daily |

HOTEL FONTENELLE
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The Home of Khaki-clad Lads—They All Meet Here.

Tell your friends to meet you at the Home on the Hill.

Service Unexcelled
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HENSHAW
BARBER SHOP

1507 Farnam Street.

SIX PLACES

Pies Like Mother Tried {fo
Make:

Hot Mince and Apple.

[
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rates t{o soldiers.
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PATRONIZE US.

They know that we consider it a pleasure to do things for Uncle
Sam’s boys—and so we invite their patronage by eoffering special

ﬁg?a lowest cost, have us do it.

Oxygen climinates the pain of ex~
d tracting.

in a minimum space of time, at the

'McKENNEY DENTISTS

1324 Farnam Street—Corner 14th ‘and Farnam,

[T We number among our hundreds of satisfied
patients many of your

KHAKI

If you want the best dentistiry,

Our Niftrous Oxide Gas and

“Buddies”-ask them.‘
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Historical Extracts on Flying
Taken From Authentic Works

¥rom the records of the earliest
history, we learn that the mind of
man.was diligently directed to the
Investigation and discovery of the
art of flying and navigation of the
atmosphere,. That such a desire
has been co-existent with the
earliest advances of civilization, is
not strange, nor to be wondered at,
” wvhen we behold the easy and grace-
Ful facully of locomotion enjoyed
by the feathered race. There are
few of us who have not viewed the
flight of our mative hawk and vul-
ture with mingled feelings of envy
and admiration. To see them soar-
ing aloft, with apparently motion-
fess wing, until the eye can searce-
iy trace them in the mazy heights
of the atmosphere, at once excites
ihe mind to a desire of enjoying
their mode of tramsition, which, to-
gether with ity speed and faeility,

would alse enhance the intellectual;

privilege of feasting upon the wide
expanse of beauty, which adorns
the earth beneath the aerial travel-
er. The ancients, for a long time,
mitributed this felicitious preroga-
%ive of the feathered race fo a su-
pernatural agency, and consequent-
Iy looked upon thera as a species
pf the Diety, Many traditions of
fhis sort are handed down to us
through heathen mythology.

The ancient path of knowledge
wvas obscure and intricate, until the

~ mupersiitious notions of hornegd

deities, flying oracles and winged
horses began to be dispelled from
the pages of philesopby. 'The un-
Jearned iz ancieni times looked
aipon ihe operations of the artist
awith fear and reverence, while the
initiated, through motives of self-
agerandizement, wrapped the wvell
Iheir learning. During later ages;
in which natural philosophy hegan
to iake the place of the supersti-
ticus mysteries and occult delus-
Sons, the arts and sciences pro-
gressed more rapidly; and, since
the art of printing has been  dis-
wovered, mankind bas become more
egualized in the pursuit of -knowl-
edge. From that period, history
nnd ingenuity assumed a nobler
feature; the monopoly of learning
possessed and exercised by a chos-
itn few, was broken up. The in-
wention of John Faust, in the hands
of John Guttenberg, staried a new
era-in 1470, which gave new and
wigorous impulse to all kinds of
Improvement within the province
of mankind. The faculty of flying,
a8 well ag other mysteries, was
#henceforth examined moTe upon
matural principles, in order ia test
ihe possibility of applying it to the
gise of the human family.

But 1et us return for a moment, to
%he earliest writings for accounts
©of machines for iraversing the up-
per heavens, and bring down & con-
nected. history of man's propensity
ko adquire so desirable an art, fo
fhe present time. We shall {hen
surely see, if not in the present, at
Beast in an approximating future,
B very encouraging prospect of ils
fullest realization; not merely as a
ymeans of pleasurable enjoyment,
-but glso to carry on the mosi ex-
gended and magnificent commer-
‘lal and scientific pursuits.

The first account of this subjeet,.

fthat we find on the records of his-
.fory, that carries with it anything
fike plausibility, and to which near-

. By all modern writers on the art of

flying make reference, is that of

[Arehyias’ artificial pigeon. This

great geometrician was of the Pyth-

mgorean school, and flourished

@mbout 400 years before the Christ-

fan éra. The account of it is given

Py the historian Aulus Gellius, who

wwrote during the tlime ‘called the

®Brazen Age’”” He says, that

BArchytas constructed a wooden

Ppigeon which could fly by means of

gmechanical power and an aura

#pirit.” In the deSeription of the

gonstruction of this artificial flying,

plgeon, the machinery is, in some

Baeasure, explained. Iis buoyancy

sAeems to have been effected by

‘gagnets; but the moving, or rather

e propelling, power is attributed

#0 an occult—a very indespensible

Accompaniment to auncient works of

%onder, of which we have only
escriptions.

V' Another writer, In reference to
is artificial bird, says, “Archytas,
‘Bhilosopher of Taranto, constructed
& wooden pigecn which could fly;.
t if it fell to the ground, it eouid
ot raise itsell up again.” :
. Much has been written ahout this

ronderful piece of ‘arf during the
three centuries, ihe most im-

portant of which we find in the
writings of Cardan Scalinger, Fabri,
Lana and others, Buf most of
these authors, like the historian
Gellius, have their descriplions in-
volved with obscure proceedings—
throwing but little light on the path
ofsdiscovery of aerostation. Writ-
ers of rarified air, or hydrogen gas,

and the mechanical ariifice connect-

ed with it, to have been used for
the purpose of giving it direction.
These suppositions fall to the
ground when we examine the sub-
jeet closely. If gas of rarefied air
had heen used for the purpose of
give it buoyancy, the machine
would necessarily have been of
great size, so much so, that it
could bhardly have retained much
resemblance to a bigeon (and all
the writers who refer to the sub-
ject call it a pigeon), and yet none
of them make mention of its being
of exiraordinary size. Besides this,
the proecess of inflation either with
rarified air or hydrogen gas would
have been sg conspicuous a pari of
its operations, that it could not well
have been overlooked by those who
saw it and wrote about if, without
some account of the process being
given in its history., I{ is not im
the least probable that Archytas
had any knowledge of the gases—
and it is also very doubtfully main-
tained, that he made his pigeon
fly to any considerable extent or
height. Such an opinion is con-
firmed by the writer who says,
“when it fell to the ground it could
not raise itself up again.”

It would be unnecessary io go
inte a critical investigation of the
merits of Archytas’ invention, were
it mot that nearly all subsequent
acocunts of flying machines are
{oo dependent upon this iradition
for their proof of suceess; many
of them blending it with their own
fanciful notions, and throwing
around them an air of mystery and
secrecy, well calculated to delude
the unlearned inio the belief that it
required the aid of a spiritual
agency, which c¢ould only be ac-
guired by those whose learning en-
titled them fo hold commution with
saints and demons,

The next account that we find
particularly noticed in history is
that of & man, who, it is said, flew
high in the air in the eity of Rome,
under the reign of Nero, but lost his
life in the descent. {An unfortun-
ate fatality which terminated many
of the ancient experiments in fly-
ing.)

Roger Bacon, an eminent philos-
opher of the thirteenth century,
who, from his geniusg and ability,
won for himself the iitle of “the
admirable doctor,” was the first to
whom we are indebted for an ap-
proximation to the itrue principles
of aerostation. He wrote upon
various subjects, and displayed in
all a great power of imagination,
with an egual degree of enterprise.
The knowledge he possessed and
the theories he laid dowm, appear
the more remarkable, because we
have, within the last 100 years,
realized several of his most magnif-
icent schemes. Like Franklin, his
ideas .and knowledge were three
and four cenfuries ahead of the age
he lived in. The art of sailing in
the air, or at Ieast, the principle by
which it is accomplished, seems to
have been s0 well understood by
him, that we may safely ascribe to
him the discovery of its main prin-
ciple (atmospheric  buoyancy),
which we will presently perceive.

In one of his works, he decants,
in glowing language, on the possi-
bility of constructing engines of im-
mense Size and power, that eould
traverse the land and the water
with great speed, and carry with
them persons and merchandise, He
then goes on to describe a plan of
navigating the air. He assumes
that the atmosphere is a material
gf some consistency, eapable of
bearing upon its surface vessels,
like ships are borne upon the sur-
face of the water. He mnext de-
gseribes the construction of his
aerial machine, “which,” he says,
“must be a large hollow globe of
copper, or sSome other suitable
metal, wrought extremely thin, in
order to have if as light as possi-
ble. It must then,” he says, “be
filled with ethereal air or liguid
fire, and then launched from some

| etevated point into the atmosphere,

where it will float like a vessel in
the water.” It cannot be ascer-
tained from the writings of Roger
Bacon, that he ever realized any of

his grand projects of flying, by ac-
tual experiment; bul, in conclug-
ing his treatise upon this branch,
he expresses himself thus: “There
is certainly a flying instrument, not
that I ever knew a man that had
it, but ¥ am particularly acguainied
with the ingenious person who con-
trived it.”.

After expressing himself 50 eon-
fidently wupon the “hollow globe”
method, he thinks, “There may be
some flying instrument, so that a
man gitiing in the middle of the in-
strument and turning some mechan-
ism, may put in motion some arti-
ficial wings which may beat the air
like a bird flying.”

To these descriptions of Bacon,
some of our modern writers have
averted with greater 2zeal than
judgment, to prove that the art of
flying by human contrivances was
kmown to the ancients, or, at least,
anterior to the discovery of the
Montgolfiers. They eontend that
Roger Bacon was well acquainted
with the properties of the atmos-
phere, As to him having some
knowledge of the consistency of the
air as an elastic fluid, that will not
be denied, for, at that period, the
attention of the learned began to
show that they had a knowledge
of the various and distinct gases.
Soon after Baecon’s time, projects
were instituted to train up children
from their infancy in the exercise
of flying with artificial wings,
which seemed to have been the
favorite plan of the flying philoso-
phers and artists of that day. If
we credit the accounts of some of
their experiments it would seem
that !considerable progress was
made in that way. The individual
who used the wings could skim
aver the surface of the earth with
a great deal of ease and eelerity.
This was accomplished by the com-
bined faculties of flying and run-
ning. It is stated that by an al-
ternately continued motion of the
wings against the air, and the feet
against the ground, they were en-
abled to move along with a strid-
ing motion, aud with incredible
speed,

{To Be Continued.)
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| THE NEW GAS BAG. |
o 0

It has been decided to continue
the publication of the Gas Bag in
a revised form, maintaining most
of the features formerly embaodied,
with added technical deparimenis.

The interests of the paper will
not be confined to this post; it will
be the official organ of the “Light-
er-than-Air” Service, and will be
contributed to by officers and men
of those branches.

The Gas Bag will appear on the
first ang fifteenth of every month.

Company news jtems will find a
place in the new Gas Bag, and it
is requested that company corre-
spondents endeavor to make their
news items econcerning the com-
pany of more general interest io
the public rather than detailed re-
ports on the movements of private
individuals, i

Contributions from all enlisted
men are encouraged, and ito that
end, the board of officers in charge
bas decided to offer a prize of $5
for the best confribuiion on each
of the following subjects;

Humeor.

General interest.

Suggestions for improvement of
anything pertaining to balloons or
balloon work.

Members of Fort Omaha com-
mand coniribiting will hand their
articles to their company corres-
pondent. ¥rom other posts, it is
requested that contributions be
mailed to the Gas Bag effice.

Your support will make it a sue-
cess,

{"DEATHS DURING WAR. |

The statisties branch, general
staff, war department, under
date of February 22, 1919, has
prepared the following summary
of deaths during the war in the
A, B. F. and among froops in the
United States.

The figures for the United
States are from April 1, 1917, to
February 14, 1919; for the A. E.
F., to Febrauary 16, 1919,

The source of information is
given as current statistics sec-
tion, and medical records section,
division of sanitation and medi-
¢al depariment.

AR F, U5 Total

DESeasq  as0.. 20,828 32,737 53.566

Battle .......48768 ..... 48,763

Other savsavre 3,054 1,756 5,110

Total ... ....T2852 24,492 107,444
o e]

Questions and Answers.

B. P. asks: (1) Can a soldier
who does not desire to continue
payments on his Government insur-
ance policy transfer same to an-
other soldier or officer in the mili-
tary service? (2) If an officer on
the retired list having no Govern-
ment insurance should die whal
pension would his widow receive
from the Government, if any?
Answer: (1) No. (2) None, un-
less he was a Civil War or Spanish
‘War veteran, or his death was
caused by his service. A private
pension bill could be presented to
Congress.

G, H. C. asks: Is an officer who
holds a permampent commission in
the Regular Army of ihe grade of
captain and also an emergency
commission as mwajor, National
Army, entitled to pay for National
Guard service between 1906 and
1911 under the provisions of the
Act of July 9, 19187 Answer: No.

F. L. asks: If a soldier is tried
for desertion, found guilty, gets two
years and is dishonorably dis-
charged, but afterwards gels per-
mission to enlist, will the time pre-
vious to his trial count on his re-
tirement? Answer: Yes.

RETIRED SOLDIER—I{ your in-
come is over $1,000, single man, or
$2,000, married, you are subject to
the income fax, The exemption of
military or naval pay up to $3,500
of amount received as such applies
only {o those in active gervice dur-
ing this war.,

X. Y, Z—No “action has been
taken by Congress on the bill sub-
mitted by Secretary Baker provid-
ing that enlisied men of the Regu-
lar Army who were discharged to
accept commissions in the Army
during the war shall be given the
retired pay and allotments of mas-
ier signal eleciricians when mus-
tered out of the service.

E. V. V—~—In computing income
for tax purposes, from your “gross
income,” you are to deduct “so
much of the amount received during
the present war by a person in the
military or naval forces of the U.
S., as salary or compensation
in any form from the U. S.. for
active services im such forces,
as does mot exceed $3,500,” which
shall be exempt from taxation un-
der this title.

A, S8—The President having
signed the Revenue Bill you will be
entitled to a $60 bonus, but no dif-
ference over ihe five-cent mileage.

L. BE. B. asks: Upon my request
I was honorably discharged from
the Service on December 19, 1918,
and since that time have been very
dissatisfied and am anxious to re-
turn to the Service and make it my
life study, as it is very fascinating
to me. At the time of my discharge
I held a commission as second lieu-
tenant of Field Artillery, What
must I do fo secure a re-commis-
sion in the army? Answer: Write
to the A. G. and ask to be listed
as an applicant for commission in
the Regular Army, should vacaneies
oceur.

R. M. E—Recruiting for the
Army has begun, the bill permitting
its resumpiion having become a
law.

A, K, asks; What year did the
11th Cavalry go to the Philippines,
and what month did they come
back im 19047 Answer: Second
Battalion sailed December 5, 1801;
1st Battalion, January 1, 1902;
Headquarters and 3d Battalion,
January 21, 1802. Regimenti sailed
for U. 8., April 15, 1504,

C. W. BE. asks: (1) Are those
regiments numbered abeve the
64th Infaniry and below the 100th
Infantry authorized units of the
Regular Army? (2) What In-
fantry vregiments of the Regular
Army are now stationed in Panama,
Hawaii, and the Philippines?
Answer: (1) Yes. {(2) In the
Philippines are the 15th, 27th and
31st. Panama has had the Porto
Rico Infantry, recentily ordered
back to Porto Rico; other organi-
zations on the Isthmus include the
334 Infantry and Coast Artillery
organizations.

ANXIOUS asks: (1) What be-
came of the bill providing $60 to a
discharged soldier and $200 to dis-
charged officers, army nurses, field
clerks, ete.? (2) Did Congress
ever authorize a campaign badge
for those who participated in the
Utah snd Sioux Indian expedition
around Thunder Butte, N. D., 18077
The 2d Cavalry participated in that
expedition. Answer: (1) The Rev-
enue bill makes provision of a $60
bonus for officers and men upon
discharge., (2} If there were cas-

ualties in your organization or in
the forces opposed to you, apply to
The A. G. in re Indian campaign
badge.

A. G. F—There is no bill coming
from this Congress {o authorize
Army relirements for tweniy-five
years' service. Congress has noi
yvet authorized counting European
war zone service double toward re-
tirement. Man who enlisted Feb-
ruary 11, 1916, is not due for fur-
:lt%ggoh to reserve uniil February 10,

R. M. P.—The authorized
strength of the Chaplains’ Corps,
Regular Army, is 144. There are
139 commissioned. How soon you
wil receive your commission we
cannot say.

I. E. G. asks: Are the Army
nurses who were on duty in camps
at home since the war entitled to
wear a silver service stripe for
each six months? Answer: Yes:
applies {o all who wear service uni-
form.

J. A, 8. asks: (1) A soldier de-
seried in April, 1917; surrendered

‘to  military authorities November

1918, was tried under charges of de-
sertion, was found guilty of a. w.
0. 1. only and as the sentence was
considered inadequate the review-
ing authority disapproved the find-
fore being furloughed to the re-
quired to make good the time ab-
seni in desertion or a. w. o. 1. be-
fore being furloguhed to the re-
serve? (2) Is he entitled to pay
for the time he was absent withoui
authority? (3) In the case of an
eplisted man who was commis-
sioned for the emergency being re-
turned to his status as an enlisted
man, what enlisiment period would
hfa enter on? Suppose he was on
sn;th_ period when he accepted com-
mission and was due to enter sev-
enth period in June, 1918, had he
re-enlisted but he being on an offic-
er status elected to continue as
such. Would he enter on the sev-
enth period if he enlisted again af-
ter discharge as an officer? An-
swer: (1) Must make good ike
time absent. (2) No. (2) Would re-
turn to status held at time of dis-
charge for commission, but his
commissioned service would count
foward time for retivement,

J. A S—Total authorized
strength of the Medical Corps, Reg-
ulax: Army, is now 2,009, as follows
Major general, 1, brigadier generals,
2; colonels, 63; lieutenant colonels,
1_09; majors, 475; eaptains anad rirst
lieutenants, 1,359, The numbers
now actually commissioned arel
Major general, 1; colonels, 5%:
})ieytenant colonels 109; majors,
337; captains, pone: first lieuten-
ants, 463.

E. 8. H. asks: T was appointed
sergeant, first class clerk, Q. M. C.,
June 20, 1917. Transferred to 267th
Infantry, National Army, and ap-
Dointed regimental sergeant major
th_at regiment, December 3, 1917,
Discharged as regimental sergeant
major_August 26, 1938, to accept a
commission. In which of these two
grades can I re-enlist upon dise
charge as an officer? Answer: To
your Regular Army grade; the
other was in a temporary force.

J. A, H~—No campaign badges
have been authorized for the pres-
ent war. When they are they will
displace the present service chev-
rons a4s a part of the uniform.

Glidden Trophy.

Southern Field, Ga~—Captain
Charles J. Glidden, donor of the
Glidden $2,000 trophy for automo-
bile touring, once won by a team in
which were Crawford Wheatley of
Americus and Clarence H. Johrson
of Atlaniic and whiech has been com-
peted for several times, has cone
sented to donate the trophy to be
retained permanently by the win-
ner of a tour to be run from New
York to San Francisco, in whick .
every state of the union will be
represented. One of the noted rung
was from New York to Jacksonville
via Atlanta.

AFRICA AERIAL LINE. ¢

Souther Field, Americus, Ga.—
The distance is 5,200 miles from
Cape Town, Africa, to Cairo Hgypl.
This is the route planned for the
Africa aerial line, Construction of
aerodromes and landing places is
already under way.

s, 0. 8.

*PNLT.” i3 A, B W for “drinks.®
Judging from the price, the U. 8. A
synonym should be “radium.’~—
Judge, _ia PO |
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[Not the Kind
‘ He Tizozngt

By Private BE. V. Coull, U, 8 AL

Farmer Jones—Well, how“ 8i
gettin’ on in the army?

Farmer Smith—Jist fine. 1
jist got a letter from him tellin’
he’d been recommended for a
general.

Note: “Recommended for a
{ general” refers in military par-
Tance to a general court-martial.
o] te]

THE 59TH.

One day while we were
‘round
And having lots of fun
An order came here from the White
house
Way down in Washington.

sitling

ff said, Youwll furnish a company of
© men
For work in Akron,’
And that very day the officers
Started things to hum.

They forméd a company of men
Of quality and size.
They were a]l zond boys and iheir
“C. 0.7

Was “Square Deal” Captain Wise.

Of course they had to reinlist,
But it’s only for a year,

And by the time their year is up
We may still be here.

We don’t know what’s in Akron,
boys,
Or Just what yowll have to buck,
But we're with you every minute,
And wish yon the best of luck.

So go io it,-boys, for you've got the
stuff,
And your “C. Q.7 ean’t be beat:
There was never a company left
" tHis post
That knew the meaning of de{Feat
J. B.

Familiar Phrases.
Cpl. Joe Frazier.

Some of the remarks you hear
around the barracks about 7:30,
when the fellows are getling dress-
ed to go stepping:

Hey Buddie—

Got a clean pair of socks I can
wear tonite?

Loan me a dime car
you?

Will you make my bunk? I got
a date at 8:00.

Got any soap?

I.et me have your shoe polish.

Shave the back of my neck, will
you?

But. after all i¥’s a
vou don’t weaken.

WHAT A SOLDIER
WORRIES ABOUT

Cpl. Joe Frazier. .
A few worries of a soldier:

fare, will

great life if

How to keep from sieeping so
much,

How to spend all his money in
one month.

How to take care of ALL his
clothes. .

How to gel a lot of exercise,

How to eat-all the ice cream
ihe mess sergeant gives him.

Hoxsehold Hint.

~Musketry Instructor (to class)—
Now, boys, you must remember
that vour rifle is your best friend.
Treat it as yonu would your wife
‘Wipe it over with an oily rag every
morning.—By Lance Corparal D. A,
Martin, C. O. T. C., Toronto, Can.

Suspicious.

Jane Willis—Do you really think
Charlie was true to you while he
was away at war?

Jane @Gillis—I have my doubts,
On two or three occasion sinee he
carne hack he has absent-mindedly

- tried to.make love to me in French.

—Judge. ) _
A Dear.

Marie—That young American
soldier yonder—isn't he-a dear? He
speakq Trench, I understand

“Vivetie—Yes, I know him. I wish
he could speak French I under-
standi—Detroit Free Press.

T|And Wasn’t That

Perfectly Lovely

Fame, like luv, iz a wonderful
thing!

I was al one of those delighiful
duncing parties out in Dundee.

Corporal Ralph Magrum, erst-
while society editor of the Gas Bag
and generally beloved favorite with
the ladies, bad received his dis-
charge some time previously and
was conspicudusly absent.

Several members of the male per-
sonnel of the Gas Bag were gen-
erously attempting, by combined ef-
forts, to fill his place in the hearts
of the lonesome fair ones.

All were comparative strangers.

One tall Apollo attracted: con-
siderable attention with his grace-
ful syncopated gyrations in the
center of the floor. The steps were
the latest Irom Maxim's (he had
just returned from a furlough spent
on Broadway and other streets),

“Who is he?” murmured dainty
fox-trotter to her partner,

“You surely know him? That's
Sergeant Shea”
“What?” cried the girlie, for-

gefting to take the Baltimore step
in her astonislnmenti, *Not THIS
Sergeant Shea?”

No “Welcome” on
Door Mat Needed

By Private Jack Rosenberg, Ord. Det.,
Nineteenth ¥, A, A, K. F,, France,
The road was being bombarded

and mnaturally everybody hunied

dugouts. Omne darkey finding a dug-
oput which happened to be full of
white soldiers hesitated on enter-
ing, but finally remained. “Make
yourself at home,” came the greet-
ing. “If you don’t think I am at
home,” replied the scared darkey,
“try and run me out!”

His Payment for Peacs.

By FPrivate Sam inebox'*er Battery D,
Fifty-eighth™Arctillery, C. A. C., A. E, I,

France.

A ramor hit our battery that
peace had been declared and the
next morning at ithe reveille for-
mation Private “Piggy” was among
the missing. When called before
the batiery commander the follow-
ing ensued:

. C—Where
reveille?

Private P.—Sleeping, sir,

B. C.—Don’t you know that all
men in the A. E. F. have to stand
reveille every moening?

“Yes, sir, bult peace was declared
last night and I only enlisted for
the duration of the war.” 3

“Oh, did you? Well, the price of
beace for you is ten hours- extra
fatigue duty.”

were you at

16th and Farnam
Hats, Furnishings, Service |

Artistic Memorials
In Granite, Marble, Bronze
J. F. BLOOM & CO. |
17th and Cuming Sts. ‘

STEIN BLOCH

AND

SAM PECK
Men’s Suits
and Overcoats

25% Oif
' Benson & Thorne

MEN'S SHOP i

k-

Nl organization correspondents, and

Oi
“ROCKING
THE BASKET”

“Rocking the Busket” has
been so well apprecinied by the
readers of the Gas Bag that it
will be retained, provided orig-|
inal materinl will be furnished.

It is designed to publish hu-
morous incidents of general in-
terest pertaining to those in the
.military  service. Many such
arise, and it is up to YOU, as a
supporier, of the Gas Bag, to re-
port. them 1o us that they may
appear. in print,

“Tioeking the Baskel? will be
jusi what you malke it, and every
contribution of merit will add
one more laugh to our lives.

Contributions from Fort Oma-
ha men will be handed {o their

from other posts and from civil-
ians, should be mailed direct to
the Gas Bag.

Get behind it and PUSH
o) o]

“AND IN THE SPRING A
YOUNG MAN’S FANCY—"

Lieutenant Neely — Lieutenant
Hine has just written me announc-
ing the birth of a fine boy. I wonder
what kind of a present I'll send
him?

Corporal Hooven {absent-
mindedly)—Does he smoke?

The Retort.

By Private Frank E. Hetferman, Medi-
enl Corps, One  Hundred and  Se coneg
United Staiés Engincers, A, I, I\, France,

A few Yanks standing outside of
a billet that wus occapied by Brit-
ish officers were making a bit of
noise and one of the English of-
ficers came oul and told them to
stop.

“You few Americang give me
more h ouble than the v»hole British
army.”

“Yes, answered one of ihe
Yanks, “that’s what ihe Germans
tell us.”

INCOMPATIBILITY
OF FEATURES.

It was a gas drill and Private
Jones wag evidently in great dis-
tress.  After much {fussing and
gpluttering, he hastily removed his
mask.

“What's the matter?” asked the

sergeant.
In a very disgusted tone, Jones
‘| replied: “How in h do they

expect a fellow with a No. 5 face to
wear a No. 3 gas mask?"—By Cor-
poral Morton Smith, Hdqr, Co., 79th
F. A, A. E. F, France.

JACORBSON & FUREN
CO.
Jewelers and Opticians
24th and N Sts, So. Omaha

The HALLMARK store |

THE FORD LIVERY

RENT A FORD
and Drive It Yourself

12¢ A MILE
Gas and 0Oil Exira
Minimum, 3be Per Hour

1314 Howard Sireet
Douglas 3622

The Quality €leaners
DRESIHER BROTHERS
We have the Gevermment's contract
for Yry Cleaning all \Voolen taken
over by the Fort Omaha Conserva-
tion Department.
This is the indorsement official
of ithe ecaliber or our work.
2211-2217 Farnam Sireet
Doewntown DBranch:
DRESHER THE TAILOR,
Fornam St Eyler 345.

15156

THINK A MINUTE!
Do You Know that the !
‘Woodmen of the World

furnishes the Best and Safest
life insurance in the world? -To-
mMOrrow mMay not e.ome. Do it to-
day.

COL. C. L. MATHER,

City Manager.
HON. W. A. FRASER,
Sovereign Commander.

A Funny Present
Even at That

We are indebted io Madeline for
this one,

Her neighbors have children. And
hoth are at that age when children
are interesting and amusing-—taol-
erable on this aceount.

We had lovely weather Sunday
afternoon, which is responsible for
the fact that Madeline went walk-
ing with bolh the kids.

Saturday was the youngesi kid-
die’s birthday,
ile of nothing elge. All was bliss-
ful until she mentioned the receipt
of a “werm" as a birthday gift.
“Mercy!” murmured Madeline,
“What can the child mean?”
“Aw!” sznorted the littlest girl's
bigger smister in  derision. “She
means 4 candy snake.”

She was right. A Si. Patrick’s
Day souvenir was the answer.

-~ Military
Atmospheie

“IDver had any military experi-
ence?”’

“Yes, sah, boss.”

“Where?”

“I portered in de office of au
geni’man who was 4 capn in de
state militia, sah.”—Birmingham

o
Benefits Forgot.

and she could prat-| g

girls who got husbands
Vopkers Statesman.

A transpor$ carnvying negro
members of & labor battalion
wae pulling into a Frefich port.
One big darkey, leaning over ithe
rail, waiched the harbor zcenes.
Spying a Frenchman fishing in
a littde skiff, he shouied: “Hey,
vout French boy! Here 1 come
3,060 miles from Alabama to
fight for you and 1 find you out
fishin’. Where do you gel that
stuff at?”—By Corporal William
P. Sherman, A, E. F,, France. -

Conquests.
Patience—Do you believe the

Wwar was one oi, conguest?
Patrice—Well, I know 2z lot of

P

by

For Light Lunches
ab the

Candy Land

1522 Farnam Sireet.

Age-Herald.

4 Bit Too Bracing.

By Howard Dieciz, Naval Operalng Base,
Hampton IR 2, Va
First Rookie—How do you like

the navy?

Second Rookie (after live hours
on the grinder}—Well, I wish I'd
joined the army where they don’i
have so much drilling.

SHOES
REPAIRED

Seles and Rubber Heels
While You Wait,
58th Balloon Co. Cobbler,
Barracks No. 1.

ice SCR‘EI:.&;M

““It’s Good for You”

The Fairmont

Creamery Company

THE
LEAVENWORTH
LAUNDRY

We Have .
The Fort Omaha Laundry
Contract

2809 Leavenworih Sireet
Harney 103

-WHY-

QT

!| ¢ Business is Good~Thinis Touhd

for months.

Are NMone Too

»‘A ms
wsh s

Home Office, Omaha, Neb.
o~

Serving Victory Year
Spring Clothes Buyers
as Never Before

I\/IARUH finds this Greater Stove ready with
the most wonderfully attractive Spring
cloihes displays—the result of keen foresight in
preparation for the demands of the vast multi-
tude of men who have heen in the Serviee and
men here at home practicing patriotic self-denial
Now that ““It’s Over Over there”’
AMERICA’S BEST CLOTHES

AND TIIE BEST OF THE BEST AWAITS
YOU HERE IN SUPREME VARIETY

Spring
$20 to $50

Correct Apparel for Men and Women.

Good for You

Suits
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® .
RE-INFLATED,

The (as Bag in the past proved fo
be 2 welcome weekly caller to the offi-
gers and enlisted men of the .U, 8.
Army Balloon School at Fort Omaha,

Neb. It contained items of interesting |’

bappenings which took place in the
Post and conseguently was read with
pleasure by the relatives of officers
and enlisted men in different parts of
the country. The last issue of the
Gas Bag was a farewell flight as it
svas  first published; and, it was
thought for a time that it would be 2
farewell flight in fruth. However,
such will not be the case. It has re
furned for inflation. A new Adminis-
frative Staff has been appointed and
in the future it will fly bi-monthly
instead of weekly.

The bi-monthly Gas Bag of Fort
Omabha will put forth efforts fo give
valuable information on current topics
of the day as well as expert knowledge
in ballooning. It will contain in the
future issues articles on the history of
ballooning from the beginning up to
the present day. This information will
be taken from authoritative works on
ballooning, which are not of easy ac-
cess to all who will be readers of the
Gas Bag. In this way it will fake on
a more educational atmosphere in the
future than in the past. Ballooning is
now recognized by all to be a very
wvaluable department of the Army, al-
though yet in ifs infaney.

During war time everything was

running on high speed, and now much |

valuasble information and knowledge
will be given out which was gained
during those pressing times. .Along
this line the Gas Bag hopes to be an
interesting publication to those in civ-
ilian life as well as to those in the
Army.

Wher wiar broke out all ballooning
and free ‘ballooning whick has been
done has been for the one purpose of
fraining pilots and obsservers. In
peace times ballooning will undoubt-
#dly come ipto its own again, as the
beginning 6f commercial agronauties.
gt is the opinion of most people who
should lmow that the coming years
twill be the age of comirercial aero-
nauties and that the next generation

will see as great or greater advance-

ment in commerecial aeronauties as the
past has seen in the advancement of
&ircless. Balloons, and more pariien-

E

Bag ,|

‘be revived o a great extent as a sport-
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Since You Went Away

Since you went away, every gay sailor lad,
BEvery khaki-clad soldier I see,

Hag a place in my heart and a share in my thoughts
And belongs, just a little, to me,

He’s a comrade of yours, and is bearing his share
Of the burden that rests upen you;

Both are doing the work that a nation has set
For its glorious manhood to do.

Since you went away, every fold of the flag
Has a message that’s tender and true;
It has always meant liberty, freedom and right;
It now means my country—and yoiu.
Your honor is part of the deep azure field,
‘Your courage, of each crimson bar, .
And the soul of you, shining, resplendent and clear,
Is a part of each beautiful star.
—By Allison Browa.

FAKE STORIES

The Sensational Press again!

The notorious Ouija Board is still working overtime!

The leading Omaha Scandal Sheet has obtained a full
column of space filler by the manufacture of one of the
most ridiculous Fake Stories that has graced its yellow

pages for some time.

Owing to a temporary shortage in murders, assaults, war atrocities, di-
vorce sensations, society scandals, booze raids and other morbid matter with
which its columns are eustomarily choked, it was found necessary to call
upon the staff fiction writer, an official Fake Story promoter.

While consuming clgarettes in the office chair, his feet perched on the

desk, he uncovered an alleged rumor concerning a booze ring of officers and
men from Fort Omaha. By ‘‘Ouija Wireless’’ he learned that definite re-
poris had been made in Washington to this effect.
Two half-column screams were considered necessary to exploit the star
fictionist’s sudden inspiration, disprove the ‘‘rumor’’ and demonsirate that
the report toc the War Department apparently was killed at birth—in the
editorial room right here in Omasaha!

The continued support of an alleged newspaper, which positively prefers
lurid fietion ie- legitimate news matier, is one of the few faults which the
many soldiers who came to this post from -all paris of the couniry have had
to find with the otherwise sane city of Omaha, #®

That such a paper should be supported by the public seems almost in-
credible, when its conception of news is typified in its recent eighi-column line
of glaring black type, ‘‘GOD ANSWERS A MOTHER’S PRAYER,’’ heading
a story of an assault in which the sensational details were supplied as usnal

by the reporter’s imagination.
A NED E. WILLIAMS.

to it for publication. In faet, it in-
vites such articles in the future.

It is our intention to make this the
official publication of the Lighter-than-
Air Service, and to attain this result
requires the hearty co-operation of
everyone interested.

' LT. STEPHEN L. DOWD,

larly dirigibles will play a very large
part in this advancemeni. Free bal-
looning will remain and no doubt will

ing proposition and as an aid ta sei-
enee, -

~ The fias Bag will welcome any arhi-
cles on Ballooning and aeronautics sent

By the Editor
CAN

ek

}IOU imagine a

saslasfenie

DECREPIT fatterdemalion
§2_j::alttered and

TgRN and

ELfié:vr(?'rED ang of such
%:éﬁERTY-STRIGKEN appearance
TEAT a street car motorman would
FA;II' to stop his car on the
E’QRNER for him?
WE know of no such
ENSTANCE of this
F}{INAI. depth of

DEGRADATION

CAN you imagine it?

Phil Osopher, wit of the medical de-
tachment, says that he feels himself fast
approaching this ‘‘final depth’’ with no
issue of freshly reinforced clothing and
no discharge in sight.

B

We understand now what Sergeant

“|Shea meant when he spoke of 'perti-

nent paragraphs.’” We have inherited
from him the doubtful responsibility o
purturing this colyum each issue. We
have always ‘‘observed’ fo 2 ceriain
extent, bui, in the words of Harry L.
Kelly, our litile Bluffs playmate, ‘‘we
fail to RETAIN!"’
LA I

Whenever one of the reg'lar down.
town peppers runs short on copy, the
star dream-dopester of the staff cooks
up a dizzy and raps out a yarn on an al-
leged rumor concerning the demobili-
zation of Fort Omaha. Lawst week
one of the sheets carried a half colyum
of rambling observations to the effect.
that we will all receive our discharges
—sooner or later.

We are still hoping!

Madeline, our petite society edifress,
has experienced the epitome of chagrin,
She sprained her ankle just two days
prior to the formal dance which marked
the opening of the officers’ c¢lub at Fort
Crook.

%

““And then came springl”

om0 o®
. The spring crime wave bas struck
Omaha. Bootleggers are distributing
the bottled barb-wire with reckless
abandon and Fort Omaha soldiers are
brazenly wearing wrap puftees. Both

are getting away with it.
* ok

That reminds us of the Bluffs boot-
legger, who, with the law’s hounds on
his trail, stepped on a set of scales in
front of a West Broadway commission
house and got a*wehigh'. '

Thet's ‘nawful one, but not as worse
as the chuckle Joe ¥razier handed us
the other evening. ‘‘Why label the
street cars thusly?’’ he mused as one of
the rattlers rattled up Farnam street,
“We can plainly see that it is ‘Cum-
in g ] ! LR -

: ¥ ok ¥

As Wes says: ‘‘But, Dewey, them's
harsh words!”” )

NED E, WILLIAMS.



